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THE RETURN OF CHRI ST

Several factors contribute to a belief in the return of Christ.
Some of these facts are the predictability of the return, Christ's
appeari ng, per sonal presence, unveiling revelation, Scri ptural
declaration, Christ's statenents, the neaning of death, a changed
state of being, unfulfilled prophecy, the comng for and with the
saints, a great thenme of the Bible, predicted by nmany, and | ast
nessage in the Bible. Believing in these truths should be reflected
in one's attitude and the way that he |ives.

Attitude
John 14.3 predicts the return of Christ. Jesus said "I wll
come again." This know edge of Jesus return should affect one's

belief. Believers should remain watchful for the event. This event,
Hi s appearing is known as the Epiphaneia, and is spoken of in 1 Thes
4.16-17 where it states that "the Lord hinself shall descend from
heaven" and "we . . . shall be caught up . . . to net the Lord in the
air." H s personal presence, known as Parousia, should cause
one to live a life of purity and holiness as spoken of in 2 Pet
3.10-11 and in 1 John 3.3. The Scriptures state that at the nonent
of H's personal presence (Parousia), sonething nysterious happens to
the believer. This mystery is his transformation from this earth.
It is that nonment when absence ceases and presence begins. It is
the absence fromthis world and the |life we know to the presence and
beginning of a life with Christ.

The unveiling revel ati on (Apokal upsis) or "the visibility of the
Lord’s return."' as nentioned in 2 Thes 1.7 should cause one to
beconme prayerful. This Scripture is plain: "the Lord Jesus shall be
reveal ed from heaven" 2 Thes 1.7.

The infallibility of the inerrant Wrd gives an attitude of
belief in what the Scriptures have to say about the return of Christ.
The return is nentioned a nultitude of tines in both the Ad
Testament and the New Testanent. These cases which nmention H's return
should be considered in light of 2 Pet 3.14 which states "So then,
dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, mnmake every

effort to be found spotless, blaneless and at peace with him" This
Scripture should cause one's attitude to be always diligent in his
expectation of H's return. According to Matt 24.44 one should be
ready for Christ's return. It states, "So you also nust be ready,
because the Son of Man will conme at an hour when you do not expect
him "

The belief in the emnent return of Christ is reflected in
one's attitude concerning death. According to 1 Cor 15.51-53,
everyone shall be changed from whatever state he is in, to a state of
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change. Accordingly, the Scripture states "we will all be changed."
1 Cor 15.51. The attitude toward the assurance that death is not the
end of |ife should cause one to turn to God from the world and to
serve Hm This service or usefulness as nentioned in 1 Thes 1.9-10

is expected of the believer. Death is not the conmng of Christ
according to the Scriptures. Death is nerely a state of being. The
mracle revealed to man is that Christ's return will cause a changed
state of being, dead or alive, we who are in Christ "will be changed”

and made sinless according to 1 Cor 15.51-53.
One should be aware of the already fulfilled prophecies

concerning Christ. Li kewi se, one should note that many of the
remaining "unfulfilled prophecies” predict Christ's return. The
prophecies discuss Christ's two separate appearances. The first
appearance, the rapture, Christ will be comng for H's saints, and
the next occurrence, or the return, Christ will be comng wth H's
sai nts. Chafer "it is reasonable as well as honoring to God to
believe that it will be fulfilled in the sane faithful ness which has

characterized all His works to the present hour."?
G ven the faithfulness and character of God, one can easily

believe in Christ returning. The returning is one of the great
themes in Scriptures. It is the subject of the first prediction
which is found in Jude 14,15 and is the |ast nessage found in the
Bible. (Rev 22.20). In addition to the first prediction of Jude and

the last nessage in the Bible, several predictions of Christ second
comng are given by Matthew, Mark, Luke, Paul, Janes, Peter, Jude,
and John. These predictions should bring one to the realization that
James expressed in Jam 5.8 when he said, "be patient and stand firm
because the Lord's comng is near."

The WAy One Lives

The Bible is clear that Christ is returning. He is comng
again. Realizing the immnent return should affected one's life and
mnistry. The mnistry of every Christian is the responsibility to
Christ to make H m known to the | ost. Christians should take every
opportunity to make known Christ return. Believers nust serve Hmin
such a way that others nmay know Christ and be prepared for Hi s
return.

Christ's return is personal and needs to affect the way one

lives. Each individual nmust stay alert and responsive to the wll of
CGod. The necessary preparations need to be nade that all mght be
ready for eternity and H's return. Knowi ng of Hi's immnent return

answers all questions and should strengthen hope in, and heighten
anticipation of Christ return. One should cling to the realization
that Rom 8.35-39 is saying that between Christ and the believer there
is a relationship which nothing can break.

A serious look at 1 Thes 4 should nake one aware of how he
should live his life in light of Christ's return. Verses 2 and 3
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adnoni sh believers to live a life of preparedness. They should |ive

a life of faith and | ove as discussed in verse 8. In verses 11-15
one see that lives should be that of nutual support and help to
ot hers. One's life will show joy evernore as noted in verse 16

Verse 17 says pray wthout ceasing, given the know edge of His
return. That prayer may be a prayer of gratitude or thanksgiving
which is nentioned in verse 18. Living a life of spiritual freedom
should be the aim as noted in verse 19. In light of all the

prophesying in the Holy Scriptures, one should live a |life open to
God' s word. One should live a life of discernnent and a life which
is free from even the appearances of evil which is clearly stated in
verses 20-22.

Knowi ng what is known should cause Christians to nmake every
effort to win people to Christ. This soul w nning know edge shoul d
be a way of life. Qovi ously, knowing God and His Wrd, Christians
can stand firm on the teachings that He is returning. The return
shoul d encourage readiness for H m It should encourage godliness.
It should encourage service.

Believing in the return of Christ should affect one's life and
mnistry and be summed up in that his |ife and conduct shoul d refl ect
that of a child of God. One needs to live like he believes the
return of Christ wll take place soon. One should keep in mnd that
the Scriptures never lie and that one should look at hinself
critically. One's mnistry should be to preach H s nmessage, not a
soci al nessage. One should preach a nessage which will consistently
denonstrate his belief to a lost world that Jesus Christ is comng
again and that His return really does affect his |ife and mnistry.
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