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ADAM S SIN
AND THE
EFFECT ON THE HUVAN RACE

The effect of Adamis sin on the human race was that of passing
on to his descendants sin. H's selfish act placed all human kind in
sin. Romans 5.12 states that,

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all nen, for that all have
si nned.

Along with the sin cane death and changes in the environment in which
they had been created. Man's new nature becane depraved and prone to
sin and death passed on to all nen.

Adami s sin changed the way nen sin. Since Adam chose to sin he
then passed on to his descendants the nature to choose sin. Chafer
puts it like this, "They do not becone sinful by sinning, but they
sin because by nature they are sinful."'

There were penalties assessed for Adam s disobedi ence and they
were physical death, spiritual death, and the second death for those
that warrant it. The physical death was em nent since God said
you will "surely" die (Gen 2.17). The spiritual death is that of the
| ost or separated from God due to Adanis sin. The third death which
was passed on is the second death and for those who elect to continue
in their sin will find that they are eternally separated from the
| ove of Cod.

According to the Biblical doctrine of sin man sins in several
ways. Man sins because he disobey the |aws of God, because sin is
part of the nature of man, because Adamis sin inputed to all nen
deat h, and accordingly then all nen are "under sin" Gl 3.22.

Man sins first because he does not neasure up to God's standard
and falls short of the Gory of God. |In the second, nman's nature has
been changed and he has becone "children of wath". Third, in Ronmans
5 it states that because of Adamis sin, now man's sin nust be paid
for by inputing on Jesus the sins of mankind. And fourth, being
under sin can only be changed by Jesus Christ placing a repentant
soul under His grace.

SECULAR THEORI ES CONCERNI NG SIN | N THE RACE

There are a nunber of secular theories concerning sin in the

race. Some of these theories of inputation of Adamis sin to his
posterity are "The Pelagian Theory", "Armnian Theory", "Federal
Theory", "Medi at e Theory", "Augusti ni an Theory" (Corporate

1Lewis Sperry Chafer, Major Bible Themes Revised by John F. Walvoord. (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1974), 176.




Personality Theory), and "New School Theory". At issue is Romans
5.19 "For as by one man's disobedience nmany were nmade sinners.”
Because Adam and all his descendants are of the sanme creation (all
nmen) then the sin of Adamis the sin of the race.

The Pel agi an Theory was devised by a British nonk nanmed Pel agi us
and he spread his theory in 409 AD. H's theories were reviewed by
the Council of Carthage in AD 418 and determ ned to be condemmed.
Pel agi us believed that everyone is created innocent by God as Adam
was in the garden. That man is free from a depraved state and able
to make their own transgressions of God' s |[aws. According to
Pel agi us, Adam did not pass anything but a bad exanple on to his
descendant s. Pel agius fur-ther said that physical death was not a
consequence of Adans actions but rather an act of nature. He used
the sane scriptures others wuse to interpret entirely different
position one fromanother. He used Romans 5.12 and interpreted it to
say that all nmen will incur death by sinning and will do so as Adam
was their exanple. Really going a field, Pelagius states that nman
can be saved by law and that sonme individuals have been so saved
because they have obeyed God perfectly. These individuals according
to Pel agius can be saved by grace but that is not entirely necessary
since they have remained perfect and therefore have been saved by
their works of perfection.

The Arm ni an Theory expounded by Pro-fessor Arm nius places nman
in a position of being destitute of original righteousness and that
Adam has passed upon his descendants msery and death. Arm ni an
theory states that God has given all people from their imediate
creation a consciousness of the Holy Spirit and can with this help
counteract the inherited depravity and can obey God shoul d they chose
to do so. Death passes on to all nen not because of Adamis sin but
because God decreed that all nmen should suffer the consequences of
Adam's sin. This theory has several difficulties. To nane just two,
they are, the inproper use of the Holy Spirit and contradiction of
Scripture.

The Federal Theory briefly stated is a theory of Covenants as
espoused by Cocceius and Turretin. According to these two scholars
God nmade a covenant with Adam The ternms of the covenant was that
Adam woul d be his race's representative and any actions which Adam
woul d take would place on his descendants the sane penalties. The
descendants of Adam would receive eternal life if Adam was obedi ent
to God. The descendants woul d becone corrupt and woul d experience
death if Adam sinned. Since Adam did sin, God placed Adans
transgressi on upon all manki nd as defendants of a sinner.

The Mediate Theory according to Professor Placeus is that all
nmen are born physically as well as nentally depraved. That depravity
is a native depravity and is itself sin. It is an inborn depravity
by virtue of propagation from Adam and is passed to all of his
descendants.

The Augustinian Theory according to Augustine states that God
i nputed Adami's sin immediately to his descendant because Adam was the



head of the whole race at the tine that he transgressed God's | aw.
Adami s action constituted the will of the race to go against God and
therefore corrupted itself by Adam s sin.

The New School Theory finds it's roots in old Puritan
ant hropol ogy and according to this theory all nen are born with a
predi sposition to sin. The theory further states that with this
predi sposition to sin man actually sins as soon as they are norally
capable. This action is labeled as "vitiosity of nature" because it
| eads to sin. God does not inpute to Adami s descendants Adami s sin
but inputes to each man his own sins and transgression.
These theories have been discussed briefly, since it is known that
these theories have nultiple facets and space in this paper does not
al l ow t he expounding of their errors.

THEORI ES OF | MPUTATI ON OF SIN

According to Chafer, three theories of inputation are set forth
in the Scripture. They are,

The sin of Adamis inputed to his posterity. . . the sin of man
is inputed to Christ. . . and the righteousness of God is
i mputed to those who believe."?

According to Romans 5.12-14 Adamis sin is inputed to all nen. Since
all men have the Adami c nature and are "in Adam’ then they are said
to have sinned in Adam

Adam being the federal head of the race placed sin upon al
menbers of the race and death passed to all, for all have sinned.
The other occurrence of a sinful nature in Adam s descendants cones
by inheritance of a sinful nature through the generations of Adam
Men by the very nature of birth in the Adamc line are sinful. The
penalties for sin are physical death, spiritual death, and the second
death. Man nust do sonething with the sin nature of his inheritance.
Man can accept God's decree to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior upon
whom God has i nputed man's sins.

Since God inputed Adamis sin to man, God
al so provided a way to escape the three types of death. This way was

the inputation of man's sin on Jesus. The Bible says in Isaiah

53.5,6
He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities. . . and the Lord has laid on himthe iniquity of us
all.

God further places His righteousness on us if we wll believe that He

i mputed our sins to H's Son Jesus. Thus God inputes righteousness in
Chri st upon those who will believe.

2Chafer, Major, 175.



VWHAT | S DEPRAVI TY AND THE SI N NATURE?

Depravity and the sin nature is man's |lack of righteousness and
holy affection for God, conbined with his corrupt noral nature and
bent to evil. Thi essen says that "The Scriptures speak of human
nature as wholly depraved."® This wholly depraved nature is not in
the sense of a conplete opposition to God. It does not nean that nman
is totally and conpletely prone to commt all the sins. Many Bi bl e
passages indicate that man is not totally depraved but that sone keep
the law, while others go frombad to worse in their evil ways. O her
scriptures state that nman given a choice between hinself and God w ||
choose hinself. Still other scripture indicate that man at tines has
an enmty toward GCod. Romans 7.18 tells us that man is simlar in
nature as the apostle Paul when he said,

For I know that in nme (that is, in nmy flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing: for to wll is present with ne: but how to performthat
which is good | find not.

Depravity has produced an inability in nman to give up self and to
find God's way acceptable to him Being in sin has caused the free

wll of man to choose between two evils. He may need to choose the
| esser of two evils or the greater of the two evils. This freedom
also allows man to respond to the grace of God and will aid himin

repentance and belief in the Son of God to be saved.

THE PROBLEM OF SIN IN THE | NDI VI DUAL

Manki nd by his very nature is capable of determining his ability
to sin or not to sin. Manki nd as a whol e has determ ned that "No one

is perfect” by their own adm ssion. The Bible says "For all have
sinned" Romans 3. 23. This existence of sin in each of us has been
called the "Universality of Sin". This sin has been determned to

exist in everyone and according to Romans 3.10 "THERE IS NONE
Rl GHTEQUS, NO, NOT ONE: "

This nature of sin is not just partici-pating in the sin of the
world but nust be understood to be present in each of us as a
propensity to sin. This is to say that man is not [imted to the
acts of sin but by his very "nature" sinful. Many Scriptures address
this nature. Sonme are Ecclesiastes 7.20 "For there is not a just man
upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not," 1 John 1.8 "If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us,” and Romans 3.12 THEY ARE ALL GONE QUT OF THE WAY. . . THERE IS
NONE THAT DOETH GOOD, NO NOT ONE." The problem of the existence of
sin in the individual nmay best be described by the classic passage
found in Romans 5.12-14

3Henry C. Thiessen, Lectures in Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1979), 191.




As by one nman sin entered into the world. . . death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over themthat had not sinned after the
simlitude of Adanmi s transgression.

Sin exist in the individual by the declaration of both man and God.

THE PROBLEM OF GUI LT

Quilt is clearly a part of sin. The sin nature of nman woul d not
be conplete without the guilt nature of man to convince him of his
inabilities to please God. Accordingly, one finds in 1 John 3.20
"For if our hearts condemm us, God is greater than our hearts, and
knoweth all things." This condemation is our guilt nature and we by
our very being experience our guilt as through the heart.

Quilt according to the Scriptures indicate that guilt is in
degrees and is relative to sins conmtted. The Ad Testanent Msaic
| aw described different sacrifices for different violation of the

Mosai c | aw. New Testanent indications of degrees of sin are
represented in such Scriptures as John 19.11 "he that delivered ne
unto thee hath the greater sin," and Romans 2.6 "Wio will render to

every man according to his deeds.”

According to Thiessen there are four degrees of guilt.* Mn is
by his nature a sinner and when they reach the age of accountability
man's nature causes him to personally transgress God's |aw. That
guilt is determned by the degree of know edge concerning God and
actions taken against God' s |aw Degree of quilt is determ ned by
the sin commtted. These sins may be those of w Il ful indul gence as
conpared to that which Peter experienced when he denied Christ even
though he did not wish to do so. The fourth degree of guilt is the
condition of the heart. The Bible says that man can harden their
hearts to the will of God. This hardening of the heart can cause the
soul to ignore the wooing of the Holy Spirit and to not accept God's
redenpti ve grace and pardon for sin in Christ Jesus.

CONCLUSI ON
No matter what theory is expounded or by what expert, sin is
real, and quilt is just as real as sin. God in H's w sdom pl aced
within sinful man guilt. Qiilt requires a reconciliation. The only
reconciliation which will wash away sin and guilt is the blood of
Jesus Christ. Man may accept Christ's death on the cross for

forgi veness of sin and renoval of guilt for past sins. \Wether, he
elects to remain full of sin and guilt is up to him The great hym
asks and answers this question concerning sin. Wat can wash away ny
sin?/ nothing but the blood of Jesus.

4Thiessen, Lectures, 193.
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