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THE CHURCH

Providing an anplified definition of the «church requires
background concerning its beginning and devel opnent. As the
begi nni ng and devel opnent are unfolded the definition of the church
shoul d energe.

The begi nning of the church is found in the New Testanent and is
considered to be a divine revelation. Before Pentecost with the
com ng of the promised Holy Spirit both Jews and Gentiles had no real
concept of what constituted worship with one another as the saved and
as a part of the sane body of believers. Wen the Holy Spirit cane
He brought together both Jew and Gentile into one body in Christ.

The Bible recognizes three distinct parts of the famly of God.
The Jews, the CGentiles, and the Church of God are the three groups
represented in the Bible as church.

The Jews.

It is not to be forgotten that God has a divine purpose for the
Jews and that He has prom sed themas a nation great things. Mich of
the future of Israel depends on God's eternal plan for them and can
be fulfilled as God dictates.

The Gentil es.

The Gentiles are the many non-Jews that are predicted by the AQd
Testanent to have a special blessing in the kingdom to conme and in
this present age.

The Church

The Church of God is of course not a club to join or an
organi zation in which to maintain nenbership. It is every redeened
person who has been saved in this present age of grace. It consist

of Jews, Centiles, and all who have placed their faith and trust in
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. This conpany of believers are those
which are truly saved and | ook forward to Christ comng to claimHs
Church of which they are a part.

Wth this background as a foundation an anplified definition of
the church would be: Groups of believers both Jew and Gentile who
have been called out of the world and joined together as one group in
Christ by the baptismof the Spirit of God to the glory of the Father
based on their acknow edgnent that Jesus Christ paid the price for
their sins.

THE FOUNDI NG OF THE CHURCH

The church is a term which is used to enconpass or explain two
types of churches. These two types of churches are the universa
church and the | ocal church. Any study of the founding of the church
needs to differentiate between the two types of churches.



Uni ver sal Church
The universal church consists of everyone in the age of grace
who have truly been born again. They have been filled with the Spirit

of God and have been baptized into the body of Christ. Thi s
uni versal church is not a building but a body of believers wth
Christ as its head. It is the Ekklesia or called out people.

The [ ocal church

The local church is used to define the Iocal body of believers
at one place. As the apostles established churches throughout the
areas of the known world they were establishing |ocal churches.

The Foundi ng

Different points of view exist concerning the founding of the
chur ch. Looking at several aspects and building on the Biblical
account of the church several things can be noted.

Different tinmes of founding

There are differing opinions concerning the tinme of the founding
of the church. There are those who believe that the church is a
continuation of Israel of the Ad Testanent. O hers believe that when
Christ started preaching that the beginning or founding took place.
Sonme believe that Peter is the rock upon which the church is founded.
O hers believe the rock of Peter's confession is Christ. Sone
believe that the church in Acts is not the church today. O hers
indicate that the church was founded when Paul in Acts 13.46 decl ared
a turning to the Gentiles.

Actual founding

The universal and |ocal church was according to the Bible founded on
the day of Pentecost. This is found in Acts 2 and is expressed by
Paul in 1 Corinthians 12.13 when he said "For by one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body, whether Jews or G eeks, whether slaves or

free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit". Paul is of
course referring to the universal church and |ocal church when he
mentions "the body". Numer ous scriptures concerning the event of

Pentecost are found in all four Gospels, in Acts, in 1 Corinthians,
and Ephesians. The local church specifically was waiting according
to the Bible 120 strong and were the first to baptized with the
Spirit.

THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH ORGANI ZATI ON

The Organi zati on.

The church in Jerusalem from its start appears to have been
established around sonme type of organization. According to Acts
2.41-46 the church "received his word were baptized...added (to the
church)...continued steadfastly in +the apostles’ doctrine and



fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” The
scriptures indicate that after Pentecost that the apostles were the
| eaders of the church. As needs arose to add addi-tional personne

to assist with the needs of the poor, others were added. Meet i ngs
according to Acts 2 took place in the upper room in sone honmes and
some even at the tenple.

Al l owance for Further Devel oprent.

The early church fornms of organization as presented above gave
rise to at least three types of further devel opnent. They devel oped
epi scopalian fornms of governnment which today are represented by the
Roman Catholic Church, the Episcopalian Church and the Methodi st
Epi scopal Church. The representative formof governnent is the found
today in the Reformed and Presbyterian churches. The congregati onal
form of governnent is represented by churches of Congregational,
Di sci pl es, and Bapti st.

Ext ensi ve church governnments which exist in alnobst all churches
today may be an outgrowh of the established |ocal body of believers
of the early church. Much can be said about the early church
organi zation in the way of devel opnent. It would appear that the
| ocal church government developed into a congregational form of
governnent as the need for apostle's authority waned. Local
government still seenms to be the nethod of church organization in
some denom nations, such as Southern Baptist, however a |arge
organi zati on of "support" offices and personnel seemto be creating a
| arge "non | ocal" superstructure of church governnent above the |ocal
| evel .

These superstructures in the Southern Baptist Church hierarchy
of government are called "Associations", "State Conventions", and the
" Sout hern Bapti st Convention".

Scriptural Ofices.

The scriptural offices of the early church according to Thi essen
are the offices of past or, el der, over seer; deacons; and
deaconesses. '

Pastor, El der and Overseer.
The terns pastor, elder, overseer seem to nean the sane thing

according to the scriptures. The references made to these offices
are found in the scriptures as they address those present at the
chur ches. The nanes used to refer to the officers known to be

present do not necessarily conformto one of the three terns pastor,
el der, or overseer. The follow ng nanes are used to nean | eaders of
the church, such as pastor, elder, or overseer. They are called,
el ders, over seers, bi shops, shepherd, pastors, and apostles
i nt erchangeabl y.

1Henry C. Thiessen, Lectures in Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 1979), 320.



Deacons.

The office of deacon according to its usage and translation
appears to be that of a "servant” or "mnister". These terns are
used to denote the functions of the deacon which appeared to be
spiritual but not in the same sense as one called to preach the
gospel . The duties seem to be that of neeting the material and
fi nanci al needs of the church.

Deaconesses.
This office of deaconesses was a part of the early church
organi zation and can be noted in Romans 16.1 when Paul addresses

Phoebe as servant or deaconess. In Paul's discussion of the early
church officers Paul lists wonen in 1 Tinothy 3.11. The work of the
deaconesses though not clear nmay have been in areas where nen woul d
not have been the best servant. This may have been with matters

relating to the needs of the |ocal church wonen of a personal nature.

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH ORDI NANCES

The New Testanent Church Ordinances are baptism and the Lord's
Supper. These ordi nances or sacranents are generally accepted by
Bapti st Churches, however, the Roman Catholic Church added five other
sacranments. The difficulty with the ordi-nances as related to the
Roman Catholic Church is the declaration that the sacranents confer
or increase grace. Wthin the Southern Baptist Churches the term
sacrament is not wdely used but is generally referred to as an
ordi nance. Baptists do not believe that baptismor the Lord s Supper
i nparts any grace. Bapti sts do however consider the two ordi nances
as a command of Jesus Christ.

Bapti sm
The unique thing about baptism it that it 1is one of Jesus
commandnents which is found in the Great Conm ssion. Go and make

di sci ples, baptizing themin the nane of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit (Matt 28.19, 20). Many of the Jesus followers baptized
the believers. Peter preached not only repentance but baptism as
well. Act 2. 38.

Lord' s Supper.

The Lord' s Supper as an ordinance of the church is found in the
three gospels, Mtthew, Mk and Luke, and was nuch a part of the
early church as was baptism Paul in his establishnent of churches
clearly provided instructions on this event in the life of the early
church, since references in the scriptures discuss it's practice.

The ordi nance of the Lord' s Supper is an opportunity to bring to m nd
Jesus Christ. Jesus said, "Do this in renenbrance of Me." 1 Cor.
11. 24.



THE MJLTI - FACETED M SSI ON OF THE CHURCH

The mnulti-faceted m ssion of the church should be based on the
scriptures which command the called out to live their |ives which
woul d be pleasing to God. The scriptures denonstrate that the church
should proclaim God's greatness; build itself in |ove; have no spot
or winkle; equip the saints; go into all the world; hold forth the
Wrd to the world; and do good to all nen.

Procl aim God' s G eat ness.

Many scriptures show that one of the primary mssions of the
church to be to glorifying of Cod. Romans, Ephesians, 2
Thessal onians and 1 Peter are definitive as to our glorifying God
These Bible references point out that the church should worship for
who He is, praise Hm pray to Hm give thanks for what He has done
for sinners, and |ive according to H s conmands.

Build itself in |ove.

The church has a giant task to conplete in the building up of
the saints in |ove. Included in this task is the nandate of
Ephesi ans 4.12-16, which requires the equipping of the saints,
bui I ding up the body, attain unity of the faith, gain know edge and
mature as a body in Christ, and have growth which builds the church
in |ove.

Have no spot or winkle.

Today the church may have spots and winkle but they have been
instructed to nmake thenselves ready for the comng of Christ. The
church today as the "bride" should continue steadfast in the
teachings of the Bible and should not allow any un-godly heresies
into the body, the church.

Equi p the saints.
Jesus gave the church the "Geat Commi ssion" and the church

should be carrying it out. Part of the commission was to nake
di sciples and teach them to observe the doctrines of God. By
teaching the church the saints will be better able to answer when

cal | ed upon concerning their beliefs.

G into all the world.

The church will never be able to convert the whole world to
Christianity according to the Wrd of God, however, the church has
been called to take the nessage of Christ to the whole world. Thi s
is called mssions and should be one of the facets of the m ssion of
the church. The mandate of God is to take the gospel to every
nati on. The church is to start in their town and go outward from
there with the good news that Christ has redeenmed mankind fromtheir
sins. The every widening circle of mssions should be reaching the
| ost for Christ.



Hold forth the Wrd to the worl d.

The world is waiting for the church to be what Jesus asked it to
be. The world waits for Christians who are the salt and the |ight of
wor | d. God continues to wait on the Christians to use the age of
Grace to reach lost people for Hm Wthout the Christians in the
world, the world would not be a people of God, and God woul d destroy
it, as He has done in the past. Christian influence is a mtter
which Christians should not take lightly. Christians should be
denonstrating God's |love to an unrighteous generation.

Do good to all nen.

Christians have a mnistry not only to each other but to all
people. @Glatians 6.10 states, "So then, while we have opportunity,
let us do good to all nen, and especially to those who are of the
househol d of the faith."” Christians should follow Christ exanple of
neeting the needs of mankind. Christians will neet people's needs as
they give testinmony to what God has done in their lives and as to
what God in them wll do to neet their needs. It should be
sufficient to say that any doi ng good anong Christians should glorify
God. To many tinmes Christians are not doing "good to all nen, and
especially to those who are of the household of the faith".

STEWARDSHI P | N THE CHURCH

Stewardship in the church is nore than noney and how one uses
it. Stewardship is the Christians responsibility to properly use
what the naster provides for them and to return as would please the
master that portion of H's goods to H s good purpose.

A steward is one who is a slave of another and is put in charge
of his masters possessions. The apostle Paul believed that God has
put Christians in charge of all that which God provides them The
Bible indicates that Christians are responsible for everything God
gives them They are responsible for their time, talent and all that
they own. Christians nmust recognize that all they possess cones from
God. That all they possess here on this earth is tenporal and wl|
not last. Paul said, "I amdebtor” in Romans 1.14. and his debt was
to God not man.

Christians according to the scriptures are to share that which
they receive from God with all people. Christians have received
eternal life and as a steward of the "good news" should work
diligently to share it with others.

When stewardship is nentioned, noney immediately beconmes the

obj ect of discussion. Peopl e today, Christian and non-christian
pl ace too nuch enphasis on noney. Certainly, if noney is one of the
Christian's possessions he should seek God's will on how it should be

used. God would rather noney be used to lay up treasures in heaven
rather than on earth. The Christian needs to be God's slave and



truly call H mnmaster, so as not to follow after mammon. Christians
shoul d not be concerned after material things but should use nmateria
things to further the Kingdom of God. Money given from a wlling
heart clearly becones noney which can be used by God to neet people's
needs. Too often noney is not given froma willing heart, such as
the widows mte and consequently is not bl essed.

The true neasure of stewardship is not one of obligation, duty,
or law but is one of love of God and giving to support God's work in
the world. Scriptures can be found in both the A d and New Test anment
whi ch instruct concerning stewardship but none of the instruction can
replace or supplenent a willing heart to please God. Acts 20.35
defines a good steward when it states, "renenber the words of the
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is nore blessed to give than to receive."

WORSHI P I N THE CHURCH

The various aspects of worship in the church include prayer and
t hanksgi ving. True worship is the believer praying and giving thanks
to the Father, in Christ name, through the Holy Spirit.

Prayer.

Prayer as an act of worship between God and nan devel oped in Od
Testanment tinmes through individuals, the patriarchs, priests, and
rulers. During Jesus tine here on the earth He taught H s disciples
to pray. It is noted as well that Jesus prayed on nany occasions,
including the prayer of inter-cession prayed in John 17.

Prayer in worship is now conplete as one is able to pray in the
nane of Jesus Christ as our nediator and Cod. Prayer in worship
allows believers to intercede for others and to bring their own
request to God. Prayer using the nanme of Jesus Christ changes prayer
to a new |l evel of existence. Prayer can be for "whatsoever"” as |ong
as one recognizes that their hearts nust be in the wll of the
Savi or.

Prayer to have neaning as worship should be a part of each
individuals relationship to God. A daily time of prayer, praying as
God instructs wll find the throne of God. For prayer to be
effective worship it nust be done out of |ove and thankful ness for
God' s grace.

Thanksgi vi ng.

This form of worship, heartfelt thanksgiving to God, is in
grateful acknow edgnent of what God has done for nan. Thanksgi vi ng
is noted frequently in both the A d and New Testanent. The apostle
Paul in 2 Corinthians 9.15 said, "Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift." As each individual praises God and gives thanks
to God it should be two fold. It should be wthout ceasing and
"G ving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ."



True worship accordingly nust be fromthe heart of the Christian
and is acconplished with nmuch prayer and thanksgiving to God for His
great gift to mankind of eternal life through Jesus Christ.

FI GURES OF SPEECH FOR NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

A study of the scripture reveals figures which represent Chri st
and His church. According to Chafer they are "the central revel ation

concerning God's purpose and plan for the church."?

The Shepherd and the sheep.

The figure of speech in John 10, which references the Twenty-
Third Psalm established Christ as the Shepherd and His church as the
sheep. The church referenced in John 10 includes Israel with the
Centiles and is the flock which is of this present age. The sheep
are those who have heard the Shepherd's voice and have foll owed H m

The Vine and the branches.

Here it is noted that Christ represents the Vine and believers
are the branches. This figure denonstrates that the believer apart
fromChrist cannot maintain fellowship with the Savior.

The Cornerstone and the stones of the buil ding.

This figure is Christ as the Cornerstone of the church which He
is presently building. He is building today's church from living
stones, the believers. The believers are the stones of the buil ding.
Al believers as stones nust rely on a firm foundation and in this
case that foundation is the Cornerstone Jesus Christ.

The Hi gh Priest and the kingdom of priests.

The Bible says that the church is a priesthood of believers
This being the case then Jesus Christ is the Hgh Priest of Hs
church. The ki ngdom of priests should be performng their duties as
priest which consist of presenting thenselves before God "as |iving
sacrifices" and as priest they should worship Hmin praise and in
i ntercessory prayer

The Head and the body.

The church is an every devel opi ng body of believers and as such
must have a Head which is Christ Jesus. The figure here is that
Christ is the Head of the body and the body is bound together by its
relationship to the Head.

The Last Adam and the new creation.
Christ here is the figure of a new order. Chri st having been
resurrected starts all things new. The church is thus established in

2Lewis Sperry Chafer, Chafer Systematic Theology, 2 Vols. (Dallas: Dallas Seminary Press,
1948), 2:249.




Christ by the position it occupies as baptized believers. The ol d
Adam and the old nature of creation are replaced by the Spirit of God
to make the believer a new creature in Christ Jesus.

The Bri degroom and the bride.

This last figure is a representation of that which will be in
the future as the fulfillnment of prophecy. Here Christ is the
Bri degroom being presented with a virgin bride the Church. The

inmplications of Israel's unfaithfulness to God is contrasted here as
the Bridegroom claimng a spotless bride the church at the Rapture.
2 Cor. 11.1, 2.

Bl BLI CAL DESTI NY OF THE CHURCH

The Biblical destiny of the church is twofold. The present
church and its position of influence on the |ost and the church as a
bride with Christ as revealed in Revel ation.

I nfl uence on the | ost.

Paul's witings indicate that as the end tinme appears that there
wll be fewer followers of the faith. Scriptures speak to the church
as having little or no influence on the people, nor an ability to win
them to Christ. Matthew in his gospel states "And because
| awm essness in increased, nost people's love will grow cold.” Matt.
24.12. Jesus said that |ife would be much like in the days of Noah.
In the days of Noah according to the Bible people were oblivious to
the things of God and God destroyed them

Church as a bride.

Fortunately, the believer has in Christ Jesus eternal life and
will some day be united with HHmas His bride. Revelation provides a
picture of a sweet union with Jesus Christ as Lord and shows the
fellowship wwth Hmforever. Mny incidents in Revelation describe a
life in Christ Jesus in Heaven as reigning with Hm ruling with H m
Judging with Hmand forever being with H m
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