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THE NATI ON | SRAEL I N GOD' S PROPHETI C PLAN

God' s prophetic plan for the nation Israel did not begin in the
garden as is often assunmed. The tinme period between Adam and Abraham

is atinme when all people were Gentile. It is only after the call of
Abraham that insight into Israel's special relationship is reveal ed.
The Abraham ¢ Covenant God provides a view of how God will dea

with Israel as history unfolds. These prophecies or promses are in
force as long as the Nation Israel is true to God. Wen Israel is in
sin God chastises Israel and the blessings of the covenant are set
asi de. The Abraham c Covenant begins the prom se of I|Israel having a
| and whi ch God provides especially for them

There is prophecy concerning the dispersion of Israel and their

return to the |and. There has at this time been three of these
di spersions and two returns. |Israel nowis in a waiting state unti
the second com ng of Christ when they will be delivered as prom sed.

The present period of grace is also available to Israel and they
can obtain salvation wth the Gentiles. \Wen Christ returns I|srael
wi Il have a promnent position in the new land with Christ as their
Ki ng.

There are four nore covenants concerning |srael and prophecy
whi ch are the Mdsaic covenant; the Palestinian covenant; the Davidic
covenant and the New covenant. These covenant each delineate a
rel ati onship between Israel and Cod. Al'l of the dispensations and
covenant are significant in the life of Israel, however, the final
di spersion and gathering is being fulfilled as God makes provisions
for Christ return to this world. Wen Christ returns He wll gather
Israel to Hmand place H s people in the |Iand which He had prom sed
t hem

According to end tine prophecy concerning Israel, they will go
t hrough several stages of preparation prior to the return of Christ.
These stages are the reconstitution into a political state; an
agreement with a Gentile ruler; the breaking of this agreenent wth
persecution; and the restoration of Israel during Christ thousand
year reign on earth.

The distinction between Israel and the church in these events
are found in "end tinme" prophecy. The church age which began at the
first comng of Christ will have several transitional period prior to
the second com ng of Christ.

Many of the prophecies predicted in the scriptures have been
fulfilled and evidence of the end tine is clearly at hand. At
present it is noted that apostasy wthin the present church is
grow ng. This final prophecy is noted in new age novenents which are
denying the deity of Christ and His work on the cross. Moral decay
is running ranpant and the rapture of the church is at hand. This
rapture will result in the Church being renoved fromthis earth and
will start the Second Com ng.



THE GENTI LES | N PROPHECY

The CGentiles in prophecy according to Chafer is "the outline of
worl d history, which explains nmany events of the past and casts a
shadow on the future."! An outline of world history starts wth
Gentiles in the Garden of Eden. Early prophecy indicates that God
destroyed the human race except for Noah and his famly and |ater
brought judgnment upon the Gentiles at the Tower of Babel.

According to scripture the Gentile nation was divided when Cod
prom sed Abraham that He would make of him a great nation. Sonme of
the great GCentile nations of history were Egypt, Assyria, and the
Babyl oni an enpire.

Dani el prophesied concerning the Gentiles and their dom nance
over Israel as God revealed to himthat four great enpires would be

over Israel. These Gentile enpires which were prophesied were
Babyl on; the Medes and the Persians; Geece; and Rone. Dani el 's
prophecy concerning these nations has for the nobst part been
ful filled. Sonme scholars believe that a resurgence of the Roman
enpire will take place after the Church is raptured and wll fulfill
the prophecy that relates to the "end tinme". After the rapture
Gentiles which were saved during the age of the Gentiles and the
Church age wll enjoy their reward wth GCod. Those Gentiles
remai ning during the mllennial kingdomw ||l also be bless by God.

Gentil e prophecy concerning this present age is right on target
with that which was predicted as end tinme events. Gentile prophecy
did not seemto be a najor enphasis of the Ad Testanment as did that

of the prophecies concerning Israel. Much of what s known
concerning Centile prophecies is part of the overall prophecy which
God is working out to do Hs wll in the lives of H's people.

Al though GCentile prophecy is intertwwned with that of Israel it is
none the less an inportant part of God total plan of redenption for
both Jews and Gentiles alike.

The Bible indicates that the Church Age suspends the Gentile
period. This period is from Pentecost to the Rapture and wll begin
again in the seven years after the second com ng of Christ when the
Gentile nation will no |onger exist. Even though Centile prophecy
i ndi cates a judgnent of the Gentile world, those which have been born
again will be part of the mllennial kingdom The role of the
Gentile and prophecy does not end wth the Gentile world's
destruction because prophecy indicates that those Gentiles which are
saved during the Great Tribulation will be blessed and preserved as a
peopl e of God along with Israel, God s chosen peopl e.

THE RETURN OF CHRI ST

The rapture of the church is an end-tinme event as prophesied in

1Lewis Sperry Chafer, Major Bible Themes Revised by John F. Walvoord. (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1974), 299.




the Bible. Several views of the rapture are interpreted incorrectly
and are shared bel ow.

Pent ecost and the Holy Spirit.

One view of the return of Christ is the Holy Spirit comng at
Pent ecost . Several scriptures are used to interpret this event as
Christ return. Matthew 16.29 and John 16. 16 are two such scri ptures.

Conver si on experi ence.

Sone view the promse of the Holy Spirit as Christ filling the
bel i ever and consequently returning to earth. This interpretation is
from passages of scriptures which identify Christ as Spirit. Act s

16. 7 and Romans 8. 9.

Jerusal em

A view concerning the destruction of Jerusalem is confusing
since many of the witers of the second comng wote of the
occurrence after it had already occurred. This view of a future
destruction which al ready had occurred woul d be erroneous.

Deat h.

There are those who interpret death as Christ's com ng by using
Mat t hew 24.42. Most Bible scholars do not attribute Christ return as
death but as life and therefore this does not seem to be the
appropriate interpretation of Mtthew 24.42.

The whole world wll be saved.

The view which state that as individuals are saved Christ cones
is one of the views which uses Matthew 6.10 as a reference. Thi s
view of "Thy kingdom conme” is not in keeping with the terrible
occurrences prophesied in the Scripture concerning the w cked | ast
days. The Bible is clear on this point, that in the |ast days there
will be a falling away.

When | ooking at Christ second comng two views which have sone
credibility are the pre-tribulational view and the post-tribul ationa
view. Only one can be correct however.

Post-tribul ati onal view

The post-tribulational view indicates that Christ comes for His
saints and with H's saints is one event. This view | eaves no room
for those predicted events between Christ comng for H's saints and
comng with Hs saints. One of these events is the Marriage Supper.

Pre-tribul ational view

The Bible has predicted many events and these events have been
fulfilled. The events which have been fulfilled have been fulfilled
literally as prophesied in the Bible. The rapture being a prophecy
which is wunfulfilled at this tinme should also be consider as
literally interpreted. This end-time event when literally



interpreted will occur as follows: Christ wll conme in the air to
receive Hs own; the dead in Christ shall be raised; the living

saints will be caught up into the air and changed; all those in
Christ will be taken heaven for the marriage of the Lanb; there wll
be a believer's judgnent and rewards; during this tinme period Satan
wWill run wild; then Jesus will cone to the earth again.

JUDGMVENT SEAT OF CHRI ST
AND MARRI AGE OF THE LAMB

Marri age of the Lanb.

The comng for the saints of God by Jesus Christ is described in
the receiving the saints unto Hinself as a groom would receive his
bride. After the rapture of the church, both the Iiving and dead in
Christ the marriage of the Lanb takes place. According to Revel ation
19.6-8 the marriage of the Lanmb will occur when Christ takes the
church to be H's bride. The bride will have been changed and Chri st
wll "present to Hnself the church in all her glory, having no spot
or winkle or any such thing" (Eph. 5.27). The bride will be dressed
in "fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous
acts of the saints" (Rev. 19.6Db).

Judgnent Seat of Christ.
The judgnment seat of Christ has two parts. These parts are the
judgnment of the believers and the believers rewards.

The judgnent of the believers.

The Bi bl e says that when Christ cones again that he will cone to
judge the works of the believers and to give them their rewards for
the deeds which they have done as Christians. This of course has
nothing to do with earning one's sal vation since you can not becone a
Christian by works.

The believer will not be judged for their sins according to John
5.24, since the judgnment of sin occurred on the cross. The judgnent
of Christians will be to determ ne what the Christian has done wth

the gifts of God to them who believe. They will be judged on the use
of their talents, tinme, energy and all that has been given to them as
children of God. The passage which seens to fit this circunstance
best cones from Matthew 6.20 where Christians are adnonished to "l ay
up treasures in heaven".

The reward.

There will be rewards in the formof crowns for several reasons.
There is the crown of life which is rewarded for faithful ness. The
i ncorruptible crown for living set apart lives for Jesus. A crown of
rejoicing for the soul winner. The crown of dJory for pastors. the
crown of righteousness for who | ove Christ second com ng.




THE SEVEN- YEAR TRI BULATI ON

The seven-year tribulation period is that period of tinme between
the rapture and the revelation. The rapture is the return of Chri st
in the air to receive Hs bride and the revelation is when Christ
returns in glory. This tribulation is know as "great tribulation”,
“that day", hour of testing", and even as a "tinme of Jacob's
di stress”.

Descri bed in Daniel.

The seven year tribulation is described in the book of Daniel
and is interpreted to be the period between the sixty-ninth and
seventieth week in Daniel's chronology of events. Bi bl e schol ars
believe that the "week" as reported in Daniel is the seven years of
tribul ation.

The peri od.

The seven year period is divided into two three and a half year
periods. The first three and a half years are filled with political
confrontations which the ten kingdons of the Od Ronan Enpire wl|

rul e. There will be a tinme for the "antichrist" and the false
religions which he will establish. Israel wll return to Palestine
as God will take up Israel as a people according to Romans 11.29

The one ruler will control all buying and selling. Conmer ci al and
economc welfare will be based on worship presented to him This is
a capsule account of the great tribulation period and in no way
describes the period of tinme in which people wll be crying for
deat h. Satan will be at work in his fullest and will provide the

"antichrist with all the power necessary to amass an armnmy from all
the kings of the earth against Christ. This period ends as Chri st
cones in glory.

THE RESURRECTI ONS

Knowing that one wll Iive forever should place a different
light on one's view concerning a resurrection of the dead. O the
several resurrections nentioned in the Bible sonme have already
occurred which will point to the fact that there are resurrections.

Sone individuals believe in only one resurrection but the Bible is
clear in it's prophecy that there is not a general resurrection of
al I manki nd.

The specific resurrections nentioned in the Bible are the
resurrection of Christ; the saints after Christ resurrection; the
church; the dd Testanent saints; the tribulation saints; the
mllennial saints; and the resurrection of the unrighteous.

The resurrection of Christ.
Bi bl i cal prophecy of the AOd Testanent and the fulfillnment of



the resurrection of Christ in the New Testanent is clear to the
Christian that the resurrection of Christ has occurred. Christ's
resurrection provides according to Paul a clear and certain hope of
the resurrection of those who are in Christ Jesus.

The resurrection of the saints after Christ resurrection.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was enphasized by the
resurrection of a nunber of saints from the dead. Mat t hew 27.52-53
reports that graves were opened and bodi es canme out of the grave and
went into Jerusal em and appeared to many in the city.

The resurrection of the church.

This resurrection is the rapture of the church. The dead in
Christ will be resurrected and those Christians who remain wll be
caught up into the air to all receive a resurrection body |ike that
of Jesus after Hi s resurrection.

The resurrection of the A d Testanent saints.

A d testanent prophecy such as is found in Job and in Daniel
puts the time of the resurrection of the A d Testanment saints at the
time of the second comng of Christ to earth.

The resurrection of the tribulation saints.

Martyrs in the tribulation will have their resurrection at the
establishnment of Christ kingdom in the second com ng. John in
Revel ation 20.4-5 describes the martyrs of the tribulation in detail,
even to the conpletion of the first resurrection which is for those
in Christ Jesus.

The resurrection of the mllennial saints.

This resurrection is not based on prophecy but on conjecture
that people will not live a thousand years and consequently will need
to be resurrected to determne their fate.

The resurrection of the unrighteous.

The Bible states in Daniel 12.2 that all nen will be raised from
t he dead. Daniel indicates that sone will be raised "to shane and
everlasting contenpt”. This resurrection of the unrighteous is the
raising of nmen which will stand judgnment at the great white throne.
These will be resurrected to condemmati on and cast with the devil and
his angels into the | ake of fire.

THE LI TERAL M LLENNI UM

M Il ennialismtoday has three major views. These views are pre-
mllennial, amllennial, and post-mllennial. Each of these views
differ in the interpretation of a literal m | ennium



Post-m || enni al view.

The post-mllennial view believes that the world will eventually
here and believe the gospel and beconme so good that the mllennial
ki ngdom wi Il have occurred. The culmnation of this mllennial
ki ngdomw || be the second conming of Christ.

Am | | enni al vi ew.

The amllenial view holds that there is no literal mllennium
and Christ second com ng occurs with the beginning of the new heaven
and the new earth.

Pre-m Il ennial view

The pre-mllennial view finds scriptural support that after
Christ second coming there is a literal thousand year reign of Christ
on this earth. This literal mllenniumis nentioned in both the Ad

and New Testanents. The literal mllenniumw ||l have Jesus Christ as
the head of its government and ruling with a force which will bring
di sobedi ence into obedience. Interpretations of passages of

scriptures from Psalns, |saiah, Daniel |end thenselves to a kingdom
that is real, right here on the earth after the second com ng of
Chri st.

The literal mllennium wll have Christ as King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. Revelation points out that the steps to Christ second
comng includes comng to earth to reign. Support of a literal
mllennium on earth is supported in the declaration that David w ||
be resurrected to rule with Christ as a prince. Thi s hierarchical
structure of a literal kingdom will certainly be part of a literal
m |l enni um

The governnent wll according to the Bible has Christ as
sovereign ruler with absolute rule. Psalm 2.9 states that this rule
wll be "with a rod of iron". Qpposition to this form of governnent
will not be tolerated. The governnent under the Lordship of Jesus

Christ will be according to Isaiah 11 and Psalm 72 as a m || enni um of
ri ght eousness and peace.

This mllennial governnent wll restore to favor Israel and
provide for them the prom ses of God as extensively described in the
Bi bl e. The Gentiles have not been forgotten and will receive from
God those blessings which have been prepared for them which wll
fulfill the prophecies concerning the gentile nation.

The literal mllenniumw ||l of course be a theocracy and as such
will be filled with all types of spiritual blessings and fellowships
with God. Mich of what is considered spiritual today may very well
be as a grain of nustard seed when conpared to the spiritual filling
which will take place in the saints during the m !l ennium

Scriptural support for a literal mllennium can be found in
Zechariah 14.4 where the earth is physically changed by a great
val | ey where the Mount of Aives is presently | ocated.

Aliteral mllenniumcan not be denied wthout denying a literal
interpretation of the scriptures. The scriptures are clear as stated



above that a literal mllenniumw ||l occur as predicted in the Bible.
Any other interpretation of a non-literal nature does not appear to
be the appropriate view of the Bible.

JUDGMVENTS

According to Thiessen there are eight judgnents.? One judgnent
has already taken place in Christ, the other seven are future
j udgnent s.

Present judgnent.

The various judgnents begin with the judgnent for the sin of al
manki nd. Jesus Christ died for the believer that they m ght not cone
into condemation or be judged for prior sins. The believer has been
judged in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. Christ has
paid the penalty for the sin of mankind and nankind has been set
free.

Fut ure judgnents.

The seven future judgnents are the believers; Israel; Babylon;
beast, fal se prophet, and arm es of beast and fal se prophet; nations;
Satan and his angels; and the unsaved dead.

Bel i ever's Judgnent.

The believer's judgnent wll occur when Jesus returns to judge
them for their works. They wll all have to give account for what
they have done with the gifts God has given them Wth this judgnent
goes rewards or crowns for those who have been faithful with their
wor ks.

I srael ' s Judgnent.

Thi s judgnent appears to occur when after the return of Christ.
The Israelites returning to the holy land will be purged and will not
be permtted to enter Israel.

Babyl on' s Judgnent

This judgnment occurs before Christ return to the earth. This is
judgnment of the kings which over throw the wonman for the religious
power of the world.

Beast, Fal se Prophet and their Arm es Judgnent.

God will bring judgnent on the false prophet, the beast and
their armes by placing the beast and the fal se prophet alive in the
| ake of fire and destroying the armes with the sword from Chri st
mouth on his return to earth.

2Henry C. Thiessen, Lectures in Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 1979), 389.




Nation's Judgnent.

This judgnent takes place after the judgnent of the armies. The
nations are judged for sending their armes against God. This is a
separation tinme of the sheep and the goats. The sheep will go to
eternal salvation while the goats will go to eternal condemnati on and
separation from God.

Satan and his angel s Judgnent.

After the mllennium Satan will be |oosed to deceive the nations
of the earth. Satan will bring an arny against God which will be
destroyed by fire from heaven. Satan will be judged and cast into
the lake of fire. Satan's angels will judged at this tinme since
Mat t hew 25.41 declares that the fire has bee prepared for "the devi
and his angel s".

Unsaved Dead Judgnent.

The judgnent of the unsaved dead will occur after the m |l ennium
and will be the second resurrection. This judgnent will be at the
great white throne and all of those present will be judged guilty of

rejecting God's plan of Salvation and H s Son Jesus Chri st.

THE FI NAL STATE

The final states which are nentioned in the Bible are the final
state of Satan, the final judgnent, the final kingdom and the final
state of the new creation.

Satan's Final State.

Satan's final state will be his placenent alive in the |ake of
fire with his angels to ever be in tornent for the deed which he
commtted against God. This final place after his judgnent shall be
for all eternity.

Fi nal Judgnent.

The need for judgnment ends here with the final judgnent. The
final judgnment according to Scripture is the great white throne
judgnent of the second resurrection. These individuals are those
which died as unbelievers and as unbelievers w il be judged by
determining that their names are not witten in the Lanb's book of
life. They wll be casted into the |lake of fire along with death and
Hades. This will be their eternal punishment for rejecting Christ as

Savi or and Lord.

Fi nal Ki ngdom
When the kingdom conmes to an end the Bible states that Christ

will return it to the Father. 1 Corinthians 15.28 describes the
state of the final kingdom like this: "And when all things are
subjected to Hm then the Son Hi nself also will be subjected to the

One who subjected all things to Hm that God nay be all in all™



The Final State of the New Creation.

The creation of the new heaven, the new earth and the New
Jerusalemis the final state of the new creation. After the creation
of the new heaven and the new earth the creation of the New Jerusal em

will take place. The New Jerusalem will conme down from heaven and
will be the throne of God. The Bible declares that the saints of God
wll be with Hmin this new creation forever and ever.
CONCLUSI ON

Al mankind will have a final state. VWhat this final state or
last things will be is for each person to decide. Prior to the end
times and the subjection of eternal beings to their final state, each
i ndi vidual nust choose life in Christ or eternal damation wth

Sat an. The nost inportant decision one nakes may very well be the
| ast thing they do.
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