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THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS

"Scripture everywhere assunes the existence of angels, both good
and evil."! In the Bible "angel s" are used over two hundred tine in
35 books. They are nmentioned as nessengers with divine revel ation
and as nessengers "on a mission of judgment on sin."? According to
Canbron the word angel is translated "anbassador, nessenger, deputy,
and ministers."? The scriptures provide a good deal of information
concerni ng angel s. The Bible indicates that one of the primry
functions of angels is the worship of the Lord. This information
appears to be inter-twined in such a fashion as to disclose severa
attributes or descriptions of angels in one or nore passages. A
study of angels reveals information or facts concerning their
creation, the time of creation, their state, nunbers, spirit and nuch
nor e. Sonme of these topics are covered briefly for background to
provi de wunderstanding of their presence at certain events and
mnistry to certain people.

Fact

According to Col 1.16 God created angels in the sane manner that
He created all things. "All things were created by him and for
him"
Ti e

Creation of angels took place before the creation of the world.
The book of Job contains an account of their presence at the creation
where they shouted for joy (Job 38.7).

State

The state of angels as nmentioned in Jude 6 indicates that they
had a "first estate.” This first estate would have been as created
by Cod. God's creations as originally created were all created
"good. " When created, angels were created holy for the primry
purpose to worship a Holy God.

Nunmber s

The scriptures indicate that God created angels before the
creation of man and that their creation was in nunbers which are
described as an innunerable conpany of angels (Heb 12.22). In
Revel ations 5.11 we read "...and the nunber of them was ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands."

IHenry C. Thiessen, Lectures in System-atic Theology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990), 133.

2Lewis Sperry Chafer, Chafer Systematic Theology 2 Vols. (Dallas: Dallas Seminary Press,
1948), 1:287.

3Mark G. Cambron, Bible Doctrines (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954) 231.




Spirit

Angel s have been given substance as God wills and according to
Hi s plan. Heb 1.14 describes them as having spirit. "Are they not
all mnistering spirits,..." As spirit they are non-reproductive, do
not experience death, are not human and possess great power.

Non- r epr oducti on
Angel s have been created a little higher than man and were

created innunerable. There is no need for them to be reproductive
since that was not a function given to them at the time of their
creation. Further, angels are designated by masculine gender, with a
few exceptions (Mark 12.25).

No deat h

O God's many creations, angels and man will continue to exi st
for all eternity. Each being a separate and distinct being fromthe
other. They are eternal beings and will not die (Luke 20.36).

Not Human

Even though angels have reveal ed thenselves in human form does
not nean that they are hunman. Ps 8.4-5 plainly describes angels as
having been created different than that of nan. They are created
spirit and as such remain spirit until changed by the will of God for
Hi s purpose.

G eat Power

2 Peter 2.11 says that angels have great power and m ght. Sone
of the occurrences in which this power and m ght were denonstrated
will be discussed below as mnistering spirits.

Types

O the many types of angels, Heb 1.7-14 and Ps 104.4 describes
them as "M nistering spirits.” As mnistering spirits they possess
intelligence, enotion and wll.

[ntellect

Many scripture references indicate the intelligence of angels.
However, a clear indication of the content of that intelligence is
not often evident (1 Peter 1.12; Mark 13. 32; Matt 24.36). A review
of 2 Sanuel 14.17-20 gives insight into the know edge of angels.
Sone of the knowl edge of angels as expressed in the Bible pertains to
"know all things that are in the earth.”

Enot i on

Angels it would appear are given to enotion in nuch the sane
manner as humans. At the announcenent of the Christ child' s birth
they are found to be in nultitudes, praising God (Luke 2.13).
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To describe the will of angels is probably the sinplest task of
this paper. Evi dence abounds that God created angels with a wll.
The Bible records that they used their will to decide as to good and
evil . They wused their will to change from their created "first

estate” to that of rebellion against their creator. Jude 6 indicates
that sone elected to |leave their created positions and God has pl aced

themin chains and darkness until "the judgnent of the great day." A
host of others have elected to serve God as originally created and
will be found com ng and going fromthe heavens.

PRESENT AT

"Like mracles, therefore, angelic appearances generally mark
God's entrance upon new epochs in the unfolding of his plans."*
These plans as part of the decree of God include but are not
restricted to the Creation, Christ's birth, H's tenptation, in the
garden, at the resurrection, or at the ascension.

Creation

It is not clear as to when angels were created but their
creation nmust have occurred prior to the creation of the heavens and
earth as found in Gen 1.1. W find in Job 38.7 that the angels were
present at the creation of earth because they "shouted for joy" as
God laid the foundations of the earth and placed the corner stone.

Birth of Chri st

The announcenent of Christ birth was not nade in private or in
secret and is discussed at length in Luke chapters one and two. The
angel Gabriel shared with Mary that she was to becone the nother of
the Savior. Another angel provided Joseph with know edge concerning
the birth of the Christ child in a dream saying "...that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost" (Matt 1.20). An angel also
appeared to shepherds in a field with the glory of the Lord shining

so bright that they were afraid. The angel mnistered to the
shepherds to calm their fears and announced to them that a Savior
woul d be born "unto them™ The angel announced the |ocation of the
birth and how the Savior would be identified. The angel was then
acconpani ed by what is described as "a nmultitude of the heavenly host
prai sing God." The angels present at Christ birth nust have been

totally awe struck as they watched the God they had worshiped since
their creation becone a nman for the purpose of inplenenting God's
pl an of sal vati on.

4Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theology (Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1970), 453.




H s tenptation

Men who have been tenpted of the devil should appreciate the
tenptation of Jesus. Qur Lord endured every snare of the devil that
He m ght know our tenptations and forgive us of our trespasses of
sin. As Christ was tenpted the Bible says that the angels coul d have
i nt er vened. Matt 4.6 says "for it is witten, HE SHALL G VE H'S
ANCGELS CHARGE CONCERNI NG THEE." After Jesus rebuked the devil and he
departed the Bible states that the "angels cane and mnistered unto
hint  (Matt 4.11).

In the Garden

As Jesus prayed in the garden that God's wll be done the Bible
says "And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening
hi i (Luke 22.43).

Resurrection

What a presence and foreknow edge of a great event occurred at
the resurrection of Jesus. Matt 28.2 says,

And, behold, there was a great earth-quake: for the angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, and cane and roll ed back the stone
fromthe door, and sat upon it.

Ascensi on

The presence of angels seemto open our eyes to events of mgjor
inportance while at the sane tinme they seem to have an air of
wondernent which is projected by the angels present at the event.
The ascension of Jesus is one such occurrence of wondernent of angels
at the lack of human understandi ng concerning the divine. "And while
they | ooked stead-fastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two nen
stood by themin white apparel”™ (Acts 1.10). For the angels to see
Jesus ascension into the heavens was perhaps not a special occasion
but for nortal nen to view such an occasion was sonething of a
mracl e. If there be such a thing as angel arrogance it is perhaps
exhibited here in Acts 1.11. "Ye nen of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
up into heaven? this sane Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so cone in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven. "

M NI STRY TO
Angel s in the scripture for the nost part are found m nistering,

and each of the mnis-tries seemto be from a very broad spectrum
One major task of mnistry is the worship of God. Sone of the other



noted mnistries have been to Christ, bel i evers, nati ons, and
unbel i evers.

Chri st

The mnistry of angels to Christ enconpassed the prediction of
Hs birth (Luke 1.26.33). As well as, the announcenent of His birth

(Luke 2.13). Heb 1.6 states "Again, when he bringeth in the first
begotten into the world, he said, And let all the angels of God
wor ship hint.

One of the mnistries to Christ was to protected H m as the Baby
Jesus (Matt 2.13).
It is also noted that angels were assigned to mnister to Christ by
strengthening Hm after the tenptation. (Matt 4.11). They were even
prepared to defend Hmif he so commanded (Matt. 28.2).

As Christ sought the suprenme will of H's Father in heaven angels
are seen mnistering to Hmin the garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22.43).
They were even present to renove any barriers to humans that m ght
not allow themto understand that Jesus had risen fromthe dead. The
angels mnistered at the resurrection when they rolled away t he stone
from the tonb, that all mght see that it was enpty (Matt 28.2)
Their continued mnistry at this appearance was the announcenent of
Christ's resurrection from death and the grave (Matt 28.6) At each
of these great noments in the life of Christ the angels were sent to
mnister to Hm

Bel i evers

Jesus went away into heaven, but before He left He told us that
He would not |eave His saints without a conforter. He provided the
Holy Spirit as that Conforter. He al so has provided in addition to
the Holy Spirit "mnistering spirits sent forth to mnister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation" (Heb 1.14). This mnistry seens to
be one of a general mnistry of aiding the saints in that if we
"suffer with him that we may be also glorified together” (Rom 8.17).
Chafer Dbelieves "Though we have been given no conmmunication or
fellowship with the angels, yet we should recognize the fact of their
mnistry, which is constant and effective."> This mnistry to the
Christian is the involvenent of angels in answering prayer (Acts
12. 7). They are also, observing the Christians' experiences (1 Cor
4.9; 1 Tim5.21). Their mnistry includes encouragenent in time of
danger (Acts 27.23-24). (Observing evangelistic effort of Christians
(Luke 15.10; Acts 8.26). Included in the mnistry of angels to the
believer is the caring for themat death. "Lazarus was carried by the
angel s to Abrahami s bosom (Luke 16.22; Jude 9).

SLewis Sperry Chafer, Major Bible Themes (Grand Rapids: Academie, 1974), 154




Nat i ons

Much of the mnistering of angels to nations is found in the
Book of Daniel and Revelation. M chael the archangel seens to have a
special relationship to Israel as noted in Daniel 12.1. M chael is
also nmentioned in Daniel 10.21 as revealing "that which is noted in
the scripture of truth" concerning nations. According to several
chapters of the book of Revelation, (Rev 8, 9, 16), angels will be
used extensively during the judgnent period of the Tribulation as the
nations of the world are puni shed.

Unbel i evers

Angel s have been used to announce inpending judgenents as they
did at Sodom and Gonorrah (Gen 19.13). They will also be used to
deliver the gospel to the earth and announced that "the hour of his
judgnment is cone"” Rev 14.6-7).

According to Acts 12.23 angels wll inflict punishment on those
who "gave not God the glory." Angels are also noted at the end of
the world as reapers who separate the good seed of the Son of man
fromthe tares of the wi cked one at end of the age (Matt 13.39).

W TNESSES

Luke 12.8 give us a good description of the angels as w tnessing
agents. The scripture states that "Whosoever shall confess ne before
men, himshall the Son of man al so confess before the angels of God."

Angels are described as "watchers" in Daniel 4.17. From the
text it would appear that they are present as observers sent by God.
Chafer indicates that "angels are watching to see the unfolding of
God's redenptive plan"® (Luke 15.10; 1 Tim3.16; 1 Peter 1.12).

CONCLUSI ON

The Bible gives anple evidence of angels and their mnistry.
The mnistry of angels began with their creation and will continue
forever, since they have been created eternal beings. Their mnistry
has been to both God and man as many scripture passages testify.
Whet her or not we choose to believe in angels is a nute question. It
shoul d be renenbered that nuch of the evidence of angels and their
mnistry points directly to the carrying out of God' s redenptive plan
and that their appearance has been a signal of inportant events which
are about to take place. Chafer nmakes this point wth:

Taken as a whole, angels are inportant factors in carrying out
the plan of God frometernity past to eternity future and for
this reason are given a large place in scriptural revelation.’

6Chafer, Systematic, 1:288.
7Chafer, Systematic, 1:287.



Strong nakes this point quite clear as he states,

The fact that we do not in our day see angels shoul d not make
us skeptical as to their existence anynore than the fact that we
do not in our day see mracles should make us doubt the reality
of the New Testanent mracles.?

8Strong, Systematic, 453.



THE DECREE OF GOD

Several definitions of the decrees of God have been put forth by
not ed t heol ogi ans. Augustus H. Strong, Systematic Theol ogy; Henry C.
Thi essen, Lectures in Systematic Theology; and Lewis S. Chafer,
Systematic Theology all stress the same prem se concerning the decree
of Cod. Though their definitions seem to vary they are |ikew se
simlar in at |least two points. These two points are; first that the
decrees or decree is God' s singular conplete plan; and second that
His plan enconpasses the past, present and future that God has
decided wll happen. Acts 15:17-18 NV states that "these
things...have been known for ages." or as it is translated in the
King Janmes version of Acts 15:18 KJV "Known unto God are all his
wor ks fromthe begi nning of the world."

According to Lewis S. Chafer, in his book on Systenmatic
Theol ogy, decrees are defined; "In theology divine decrees refer to
the total plan of God which includes everything past, present, and
future that God has determined will come to pass."’

God's total plan is "According to the eternal purpose which he
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" Eph 3.11. This plan consists of
all things which God causes to occur, as well as, those things which
he permts to happen which are caused by entities other than hinself.
To sinply state what the decree of God is; would be to say that it is
that which God determned He would permt and will permt to happen
now and forever. All that is or wll be is part of God s plan
(decree).

DECREES

An understandi ng of decrees should conme easily when seen in the
l'ight of Eph 1.11.

In whom al so we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according to the purpose of himwho worketh all things after the
counsel of his own wll.

This scripture is extrenely conplete in its coverage of nuch of what
we know of as the Decree of GCod. It begins with God and progresses
t hrough, salvation, eternal life, God's foreknow edge, H s purpose,
Hi s decrees.

Wthin God's singular decree, although one decree covers

everything, man has placed nultiple decrees. It may appear that
several events are involved but God determ ned that H's decree would
be all inclusive. This is noted in Eph 1.11 as previously quoted
above.

9Chafer, Systematic, 1:154.



Listed below with a brief description are just a few of the
decrees which nmake up God' s decree. Those decrees selected deal
mainly with God's sovereignty and man's free will as it relates to
sin or salvation.

QOmi sci ence.

When one thinks of the sovereignty of God one nust be aware that
H s sovereignty enconpasses or contains the conplete know edge
concerning all things.

Di vi ne For eknow edge.
In eternity nothing existed except the divine mnd thus nothing

exi st without God's prior know edge. God knows everything and the

order in which it wll occur as an action or event. H s
foreknow edge of sin denonstrates Hi s foreknow edge of the necessity
of the cross as a redenption for sin. God's divine and infinite

wi sdom has provided a plan to cover all circunstances.

Divine imutability.
God's plan is unchangeable and w thout any dependency on nmen.

God's purpose will be conpleted and there is no one or nothing that
is equal to God. Man may wonder at how God will acconplish His
pur pose, however Ephesians 1.11 states that H's purpose wll occur

"Surely as | had thought...and who shall turn it back?"

The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as | have thought,
so shall it cone to pass; and as | have purposed, so shall it
stand:...This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth:
and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations.

For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and
his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back? |sa 14.24-27.

Predestination

Predestination seens to be one of those decrees that causes nen
difficulty. It is the know edge that God has provided for the
di sposition of those chosen as the el ect.
This word predestination relates to the destination of all of Gods
creatures, angelic or hunman. Sonme of the humans have chosen God's
redenptive plan and will be glorified.
"Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified." Rom 8.30

El ecti on.

Election is for those individuals or nations which God has
chosen for his people. This refers to Christians who are striving to
serve God and have established a relationship with H m and have been
given the assurance of eternal life. This is not as difficult a



decree as many claim it to be. Wen seen in the light of God's
foreknow edge it is understood that God knew who would accept or
reject his plan for saving nen from their paths of sin. Rom 8. 29a
"For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conforned
to the inmage of his Son,". Man's option in this case is to accepted
God' s decree.

Preterition.

Preterition or retribution is an action which God determnes is
necessary to deal with the non-elect. A passing over them because of
their attitude toward GCod. A just God has provided punishnment for
those individuals who do not elect to receive H's plan of redenption.

Addi ti onal decrees.
The scriptures point out that everything is included in the

decr ees. Included are things which we mght not consider as
i ncluded, such as, how does the earth remain in orbit, what is the
destiny of nations, how long will man live, how will he die, are nen
really free agents with the ability to select good or evil? In
addition, there are decrees concerning the doctrine of salvation,
Christ's kingdom and the work of Christ to fulfill God's plan. Even
though we do not wunderstand why God nmade decrees, we wll know
someday in God's tine. John 13.7 says "You shall wunderstand
hereafter”. (God's decrees are wise and all knowi ng and will provide

a way which He deens appropriate for saving man from sin.

PURPOSE

Man woul d like to believe that God's decrees were for man. That
all God has done was surely for man and that God's decrees were for
the glory of nan. Thiessen suggest that "The highest aim of the
decrees is the glory of God."'" and Rev 4:11 states

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power;
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and
wer e created.

God' s purpose should be clear. H's purpose was from the begi nning of
H s decree that it would be as He would have it, and that only H's
pur pose woul d be acconplished. This prem se is best explained by Eph
1.9-10.

Havi ng made known unto us the nystery of his will, according to
hi s good pl easure which he hath purposed in hinself: That in the
di spensation of the fullness of tines he m ght gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth.

10Thiessen, Lectures, 103.




OBJECTI ON

If one is searching for exceptions or objections to the decree
of God, sone find the objections with the questions of sin and man's

free will. For those individuals who search for problens or
incongruities in the decree of God, Chafer calls these objection "the
nmoral problent and "the human will"." According to Chafer the nora

probl em pronpts the question, "How can God who is infinitely holy
allow sin to exist in the universe?"” The answer is evident in that
because He is God he not only permtted it, but provided a
sacrificial alternate for those caught in it's snares. As a decree
of God He provided H's Son's death on the cross to cover the sins of
the worl d. Al'l that need be done by nman to claim God's salvation
decree is to accept Jesus Christ as Lord in their lives. The problem
of human will does not undermne God's will as sone believe. Human
will provides man the freedomto select from two choices. Man mnust
use his will to choose between good and evil, God or satan. God' s
sovereignty shows that He is able to provide man with free will while
mai ntaining His control of H's decree for man. He nerely provides
man w th choice. The choices are part of God' s plan. "Wong is
never made right sinply because sin was included as part of God's
pur pose. " "

CONCLUSI ONS

One who is walking in fellowship with God and who accepts
Scripture as the inerrant Word of God can only concl ude that the
God of the Bible is a sovereign God who reigns suprenme over al
events - past, present, and future.™

11Chafer, Systematic, 1:157.

121bid.

13Charles Caldwell Ryrie, The Ryrie Study Bible, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1978), 1839.
14Chafer, Systematic, 1:155.




THE DEITY OF CHRIST

Jesus asked His disciples the question "Wiom do nen say that |
the Son of man anfP" Matt. 16.13. Today the sane question is asked
of men by the Holy Spirit of God. Men may differ in their opinion as
to the deity of Christ and have an unwillingness to allow the Holy
Spirit to reveal Christ's deity to them but that will not change the
fact that Christ is the Son of God and as such is fully God. The
nost inportant question which Jesus asked was not "Wom do nen say
that | the Son of man anP" but it was the question asked directly of

Peter "But whom say ye that | anP" Jesus is asking that sane
guestion today of everyone. You will need to answer as Peter did
"Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Sonme of the

evi dence which declares the deity of Christ is ascribed to H m by
merely defining H's deity. Oher evidence which asserts His deity is
the attributes which are applied to Hm However, the greatest
affirmation of His deity is found in the prerogatives possessed by
H m

Nanmes

Christ's deity is honored by many of the names which have been
ascribed to Hm He is the Son of God, Lord, King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. Many ot her names have been given H m but they will not
over shadow t he nanme GCod.

God. It may seemto be a nystery to our minds that Jesus coul d
be God. The nystery is revealed in Heb 1.2 that Jesus is God and has
been since the beginning as God knows tine. Hebrews 1.2 declares
"Hath in these |last days spoken unto us by H's Son, whom he hath
appoi nted heir of all things, by whom al so he nade the worlds;"

Son of God. There are many great occurrences which are shared
with us through God's word. One of these may very well be the
revelation that God is a triune Cod. That He has three distinct
personalities. Even nore revealing is that He decreed that He would
give a part of Hnself for a sinless world that they mght have
eternal life. The Bible says that Jesus was in the form of God and
took upon Hinself the form or |ikeness of nmen. The manner in which
Christ becane man is equally inconprehensible. He was born to a
virgin while heavenly host nade Hi s birth announcenent. Phili ppians
2.6-7 reads,

Who, being in the formof God, thought it not robbery to be equa
with God: But made hinself of no reputation, and took upon himthe
formof a servant, and was nmade in the |ikeness of nen.



God becane man, and the heavenly declaration was "For unto you is
born...a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And...ye shall find...the
babe...lying in a manger." Luke 2.11-12.

Lord. Thomas gives us insight into Jesus as Lord when he refers
to Hmas "My Lord and ny God." John 20. 28. What makes this so
enphatic is that it went unrebuked by Christ and therefore added to
our know edge of His deity. 1In Hebrews 1.8-10 it is witten,

But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever...therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee... and Thou,
Lord in the beginning hast |laid the foundation of the earth; and the
heavens are the works of thine hands.

Thomas was clearly on target when he conbined God and Lord as nanmes
for Jesus. It is right that we call H m God and Lord.

King of Kings. Kingship is ascribed to Christ by Strong as he
descri bes Christ sovereignty. He states that,

By virtue of this kingly office, Christ rules all things in heaven
and earth, for the glory of God and the execution of God's purpose of
sal vation.

Jesus is returning with H's church triunphant and in Rev 19.16 it
states "And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name witten
King of Kings and Lord of Lords."

Lord of Llords. Lord of Lords probably does not conpletely
describe Christ quite as well as He is described in Daniel 2.47
"...O atruth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of

kings". To try to depict a Lord of Lords becones easy when viewed in
the light of God's grace. God having sent Jesus to die for the sins
of mankind, sent the Lanb to be slain, and will send H m again as

Lord of Lords.

These shall make war with the Lanb, and the Lanb shall overcone
them for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are
with him[are] called, and chosen, and faithful. Rev 17.14.

| mage

Christ deity is recognized by Hs image. This imge is described
as the image of the living God in Col 1.15. "W is the inage of the
invisible God, the first born of every creature:". The first born
of every creature certainly gives Hmdeity in that He was born from
an invisible source. Hebrews 1.3 describes H m as the express inage
of God and as having power even to the taking of a seat at "the right

15Strong, Systematic, 243.



hand of the Majesty on high". The scripture that describes Christ
deity in its fullest seenms to be Col. 2.9. "For in himdwelleth al
the fullness of the Godhead bodily." This scripture ascribes to
Jesus the conpl eteness of the formof God.

Resurrection

Deat h surrounds us, inpinging on every side. If Jesus is not
the Christ and if He does not possess deity then we are as Paul said
"men nost mserable.” 1 Cor 15.19. Christ deity is proven by H's

resurrection. Romans 1.4 states that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
"And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection fromthe dead:". The book of
Acts aptly describes the process by which Christ was crucified and
resurrected by God. These two verses in Acts 2.23-24 are extrenely
definitive.

H m being delivered by the determ nate counsel and

foreknow edge of God, ye have taken, and by w cked hands have
cruci fied and slain: Whom God hath rai sed up, having | oosed the
pai ns of death: because it was not possible that he should be
hol den of it.

Nunerous other scriptures point to Christ deity based on His
resurrection, however those <cited should be sufficient for a
deci si on.

Reconci ling

When one recognizes Christ deity, one can then recognize the
necessity for being reconciled unto God as expressed in 2 Cor 5. 20.
This reconciliation with an almghty God is not possible unless sone
provision is made for that reconciliation. Christ deity is again
expressed in that 2 Cor 5.19 states,

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
hi nsel f, not inputing their trespasses unto them and hath committed
unto us the word of reconciliation.
ATTRI BUTES

Omi sci ence

The scriptures indicate that Christ had not been trained as

ot hers had been trained. The Jews asked the question "How knoweth
this man letters, having never |earned?" John 7.15. Christ replied
"My doctrine is not mne, but his that sent ne." John 7. 16.
Omi science is defined as knowing all things. This can be said of

Christ as we read in the scripture all of the many occurrences where
it was evident that Christ had foreknow edge or future know edge and



could only possess this ability by being deity. In John 10.15 Jesus
proclains "As the Father knoweth nme, even so know | the Father:" |Isa
40.14 aptly describes Christ's omniscience.

Wth whom took he counsel, and who instructed him and taught
himin the path of judgenent, and taught hi m know edge, and shewed to
hi mthe way of understandi ng?

The answer is no one taught him He was already omiscience, He is
God.

Omi pot ence

God has been given the attribute of omipotence. Paul affirns
that Christ according to Phil 3.21 is "able even to subdue all things
unto hinself." and thus has equal power wth God. Jesus said in Mtt
28:18 "All power is given unto ne in heaven and in earth.”

Omi presence

The scripture offers many occurrences where Christ deity is
confirmed by H's omi presence. One such occurrence is His having
been with Nathanael under a fig tree when H's physical body was in
anot her location. As deity the scriptures affirm many statenments of

hi s ommi presence. He has said he wll never |eave us, nor forsake
us. He said that where two or nore are gathered He will be in the
m dst . O all the assurances of His eternal presence Matt 28:20
declares "I amw th you alway, even unto the end of the world."

Divine Imutability

No greater proof of Christ immutability exist than that which is
stated in Hebrews 13.8 "Jesus Christ the sane yesterday, and to day,

and for ever." Heb 7.24 states that "But this man, (Jesus) because
he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood." Par ent hesi s
added from Heb 7.22. Ml achi's confirmation of Christ deity is "For
| amthe Lord, |I change not;" WMl 3.6.

Et er nal

There can be no greater proof of Christ deity than that of the
multitude of clearly enunciated statenents which start with or stand
alone as "I AM' The Bible abounds with these words of God and words
of Jesus Christ. One such occurrence is found in John 8:58.

O hers

Chafer list other attributes to affirm Christ deity as "life



truth, holiness and |love".' Hobbs adds two nore attributes to the
many al ready |isted. He adds "self-existent and inmense".'” Strong
list a conmbination of those attributes sighted and list sonme as
others.”™ What is clear in the study of attributes as descriptive for
Christ deity is that man has no concept of all of God' s attributes
nor conpl ete know edge of His deity.

PREROGATI VES

Forgive Sin

Christ's deity is supported in that he acted directly to

denonstrate his power to forgive sin. He had no difficulty with
assumng a prerogative that belongs to God. He was able to forgive
sin because He is Cod. One of Christ's confrontations with the

scribes was used by Hmto denonstrate His authority over sickness
but was expressly used to assert his authority over sin.

But that ye nmay know that the Son of man hath power on earth to
forgive sins,... | say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go
thy way into thine house. Mark 2.10-11.

Anot her such incident is found in the book of Luke. "He said unto
her, Thy sins are forgiven." Luke 7.48

Rai se the Dead

If Christ had not been raised fromthe dead, He could not raise
manki nd from the dead. Clearly, He is alive and has proclai med of
H nself that "I am the resurrection and the Life." He further
affirns that "he that believeth in ne, though he were dead, yet shal
he live:" John 11.25.

Execut e Judgnent

O all the assertions of Christ's authority over judgnent none
seens as strong as that which appears nobst frequently in the
literature of systematic theol ogy. The scripture which clearly
defines Christ's judgnents is John 5.22. "For the Father judgeth no
man, but hath commtted all judgnent unto the Son:".

OBJECTI ON
Any objection to Christ's deity rest first in the conflict as to
whether or not the Bible is without error and if it is the Wrd of
God. One who has had the spirit reveal to them that the Bible is
inerrant has no difficulty honoring Christ as deity.

16Chafer, Systematic, 1:211
17Herschel H. Hobbs, Fundamentals of Our Faith, (Tennessee: Broadman Press, 1960), 31-32.
18Strong, Systematic, 243-303.




CONCLUSI ON

Wrship Gven
Havi ng cone to the conclusion that Jesus Christ is divine and in
Hmis the fullness of God, then we nust give to Hm all that is
rightfully due Hmas deity. W should do as He commands "That al
men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father." John
5.23. He has been worshiped by angels and nen and we should al
worship Hmas declared in Phil 2.10-11

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue shoul d
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



THE PERSONALITY
OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

Present day literature concerning the Holy Spirit reveals that
little attention has been paid to this inportant part of the God
head. The Holy Spirit is as nmuch a part of the God head as is the
Fat her and the Son. Much can be learned by a study of the Holy
Spirit in terms of His personality. A little insight can be gai ned
by | ooking at sone aspects of His personality. For this paper these
aspects are His Deity, attributes, actions and the fruits of the
Spirit. Al of what is known concerning the Holy Spirit is derived
fromthe Bible and is only present in the Christian faith.

We sonetinmes confuse personality with visibility. Personality
is not an attribute of a body; it is the attribute of a spirit.
You yoursel f have never been seen; you are not a body, but a
spirit having a body."

When one deals with the personality of the Holy Spirit it is
likely that they wll use "it" to describe Hm The title Holy
spirit when replaced by a pronoun is generally masculine. The Holy
Spirit is God the great "I AM and therefore the Holy Spirit can not
be "it".

Sonme confusion surrounding the nane of the Holy Spirit may be
Hs ack of a nane. He is only known at this tine by Hs title "Holy
Spirit". It is purposed that H's personality and personal nane has
been dimnished to allow the exaltation of the Son. This in no way
di m nishes H's role as God the Holy Spirit.

According to Chafer,

This is because the Spirit does not now speak from H nself or of
Hi nsel f; rather, He speaks whatsoever He hears... and He is said

to cone into the world to glorify Christ.?

DEI TY
The Holy Spirit is a gift of God to every believer. The
unnerited indwelling of the Holy Spirit is just another exhibit of
God's grace to nman. Christians are set apart as the Holy Spirit
touches their lives at salvation to begin their change to a new and
spirit filled life. Wat a treasured gift is the salvation

19Cambron, Bible, 117.
20Chafer, Major, 87.



experience and the indwelling Holy Spirit at the sane instant you
bel i eve on God's Son as Savi or.

The Holy Spirit is recognized as being God. He is as nuch a
part of God as is the Father and Son. Peter quickly defined the
deity of the Holy Spirit when he pointed out to Ananias that He |ied
to the Holy Spirit. Acts 5.4 states "Thou hast not lied to nen, but
unto God."

Many of the sanme attributes of God are contributed to the Holy
Spirit. Perhaps, the nost significant attributes are those of
ommi presence, ommi sci ence and onmi pot ence.

The work of the Holy Spirit significantly proclainms H m as God
since no one but God is capable of the works perforned by the Holy
Spirit.

ATTRI BUTES
The many attributes of the Holy Spirit are those which are

exhi bited by the other nmenbers of the God head. He posses w sdom and
know edge which He shares with the saved. The wi sdom and know edge

whi ch He possess exceeds that of human conprehension. In addition to
intelligence, He has a will. His will is to testify of Jesus. (John
15: 26) He certainly has power, since it is by H's power that many
m ghty signs and wonders took place at H s bidding. Paul was

extrenely aware of the power of the Holy Spirit as He gave evidence
of that power while Paul preached the gospel of Christ. (Rom
15.13,19).

The Bible tells us that it is the spirit of God which reveals
know edge to us. If we are to have know edge, even know edge
concerning the Holy Spirit then we nust receive that know edge
t hrough knowi ng the Holy Spirit.

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the spirit
which is of God; that we m ght know the things that are freely
given to us of God." (1 Cor 2.12).

Further indications of His intelligence is given in Isaiah 11.2:

The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him and the spirit of
wi sdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and m ght, the
spirit of know edge and of the fear of the Lord.

The personality of the Holy Spirit is described as enblens and
synbols in the Bible. Sone of these synbols are the dove, water,
oil, wnd, and fire.

The Dove is a synbol of the Holy Spirit as related to us in John
1. 32. "John bare record, saying, | saw the Spirit descending from
heaven |like a dove, and it abode upon hinf. The dove which was sent
from the ark by Mses may be considered as evidence of the Holy



Spirit according to Chafer.? (Gen 8.8-11)

Water is a synbol of the Holy Spirit and H's indwelling of
bel i evers. John 7.37-39. describes how "living waters flow from
within" the believer. In these verses Jesus spoke of this living
wat er as he spoke of the mnistry of the Holy Spirit. Oher uses of
water are noted as cleansing and as being within the believer. Both
of these references speak of the work of the Holy Spirit. (Ex 29. 4,
John 7.37-39) John 4 also is referred to by Jesus to indicate that
water is a representation of the Holy Spirit.

The synbol oil when wused is represented as many different
occurrences of deity. As oil is representative of the work of the
Holy Spirit, one exanple would be the use of oil by the Holy Spirit
in the cleansing of the |leper (Lev 14.10-32). Many other uses of oi
as a synbol of the Holy Spirit can be sighted. However, one of the
very inmportant uses of the oil was in the setting aside for service
of priest, prophets and kings. Ol was used extensively in the Ad
Testanment and numerous times in the New Testanent to indicate that
the Spirit was upon Christ. (John 3.34; Col 1.19). In the Book of
Leviticus reference is given to the placenent of the oil on the body
for cleansing purposes. Canbron states,

When the priest was anointed with oil, it took place in this
manner: first, his ear - he was always to hear God's Wrd; his
thumb - his actions were to be for God's Gory; his big toe - he
was to wal k with God.

It is good to know that when one is touched by the oil of the Holy
Spirit that one is conpletely anointed and cl eansed by the power of
Cod.

Wnd is used to signify the filling of the Holy Spirit or the
breathing of God on the disciples and at Pentecost "as a rushing
m ghty wind* when all present were filled with the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 2.2-4)

Fire is used in different ways throughout the Bible but when
used in connection with the Holy Spirit it is used to represent
purification and sanctification. When a believer is being tried by
fire as indicated in 1 Peter 1.7 they are cleansed that they m ght
appear before Jesus Christ filled with the Holy Spirit and purged of
all sin.

ACTI ONS

Actions of the Holy Spirit describe H's personality. Sone of
these actions are: |eads, teaches, reproves, appoints, and m nisters.
New Testanent scriptures indicate that the Spirit |eads. Gal
5.18 speaks of "led of the Spirit" as does Acts 8.29 which

21Chafer, Systematic, 1:253



specifically states "Then the Spirit said..." Romans 8.14 explains

how this |eading of the Spirit can be possible. "For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."

In John 14.26 Jesus explains that the Conforter will "teach you
all things, and bring all things to your renenbrance, whatsoever |
have said unto you". 1 John 2.27 describes the teaching of the Holy
Spirit as an anointing which you receive fromthe Holy Spirit that is
in you. "But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in

you and...but as the sanme anointing teacheth you of all things".

The Bible is quite clear on the Holy Spirits action to reprove
the world. "And when he is conme, he will reprove the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judgnment:" (John 16.8)

The appointnments of the Holy Spirit seemto be to specific task
of mnistry. A good exanple of the Holy Spirit as He appoints nmen to
serve God is: "The Holy Ghost said, Separate ne Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto | have called them" (Acts 13.2; Acts 20.28).

O the many ways which the Holy Spirit mnisters, sone are that
He baptizes, fills, regenerates us and seals us to the end. These
occurrences can be noted in Eph 4.30, 5.18; John 3.6; and 1 Cor
12.13.

Nanes also express Hi's personality. The Bible nentions two
names in particular to describe the personality of the Holy Spirit.
They are Conforter and Spirit.

Bef ore Jesus departed this earth He told us that He would not
| eave us with out a "Conforter". He al so once again points out the
this Spirit will be "within" us providing us with the truth.

And | will pray the Father, and he shall give ye another
Conforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit
of truth; whomthe world can not recei ve, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him but ye know him for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you."™ (John 14. 16-17).

The Holy Spirit being God is also Spirit just as God the Father
and Son are also Spirit. "CGod is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship himin spirit and in truth." (John 4.34)

FRUT OF THE SPIRI T

Fruit of the Spirit is "love, joy, peace, |longsuffering,
gent |l eness, goodness, faith, neekness tenperance: against such there
is no law" (Gl 5.22-23). What a wonderful scripture which
describes how the Spirit can indwell in us to produce a Christ |ike
spirit inus. |If we as Christians can live as God would have us to
do, we would be able to denonstrate the fruit of the spirit as a
product of His filling. It would be difficult for one to exhibit the

fruit of the Spirit by doing any work. These gifts appear to be a
result of a Christian |life not an action which any Christian could
purposefully set out to acconplish through hinself. The Anplified



Bible translation of this text reads like this:

But the fruit of the (Holy) Spirit, [the work which H s presence
W thin acconplishes] - is |ove, joy (gl adness), peace,

pati ence (an even tenper, forbearance), kindness, goodness
(benevol ence), faithful ness; (Meekness, humlity) gentleness,
self-control (self-restraint, continence). Against such things
there is no law [that can bring a charge]. (Gal 5.22-23).

This anplified version points out that the fruit is "of the Holy
Spirit" and any work acconplished is due to "the work which His
presence w thin acconplishes”. O all the descriptions listed as
representations of the personality of the Holy Spirit, these two
verses seem to add nuch of what may have been lacking in the other
ref erences.



BIBLICAL INERRANCY

To begin a study of Biblical inerrancy, inspiration and the
trut hful ness of scripture, one nust first recognize that w thout the
Bi ble as a conplete system of self sufficiency and self proclanmation
there would be no premise for its inspiration and/or truthful ness.
This conjecture sinply stated is that the Bible exist and states its
exi stence as created by The Holy God. If an individual is incapable
of grasping the Biblical concept revealed by The Holy Spirit that,

God, who at sundry tines and in divers manners spake in tine
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these | ast days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of al

t hi ngs, by whom al so he nade the worlds; (Heb 1.1-2 KJV)

the individual wll be wunable to accept the statement of God's
providentially providing the scriptures conplete with inspiration and
truthful ness. The scripture that describes the act of providing the
scripture to us is that, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness. (2
Tim3.16 NIV).

Careful study of Holy Scripture should bring the reader to the
conclusion that the scriptures are wthout error and divinely
inspired by the Holy Spirit. To begin one nust consider that the
Bible is a revelation from God.

Revel ati on

According to Chafer the term "revelation” is defined "...as the
di vine act of communicating to mankind what otherwi se would not be
known."# This definition then would conclude that the Holy Spirit as
describe in the Bible provided that which is now known by a
supernatural act. That act is described as breathed.

Holy Spirit Breathed. The Book speaks for itself and decl ares
continually to be revelations from God to nman. Such statenents as
"The Lord said to Isaiah" (lsa 7.3) points to the Bible as inspired
and trut hful

Providentially Provided. A review of the Bible quickly gives
evidence of its divine purpose which is to direct nen to God. Its
unf ol di ng gui dance of the authors by the Holy Spirit provides clear
insight that this book is provided by a loving God for nman's
redenption to Hinself.

The deistic descriptions inside the Bible speak to issues that
clearly come from God. |Its parts make a totally conplete whol e even
though it had nultiple authors and covers hundreds of vyears.

22Chafer, Systematic, 1:62.



Revel ation of all authors which points to the "scarlet thread" and
God' s redenptive plan for man shoul d produce the conclusion that the
Bible is inspired. Revel ation and inspiration are clearly God
working to provide H's word to man.

I nspiration
The inportance of the doctrine of inspiration is that Gods

influence on the witers of both the AOd and New Testament is so
evident that one can clearly see that even given each authors
personal style and literary individuality that God produced Hi's
perfect will in providing His divine word which reflects H's nessage
as conpletely God given and containing Gods infallible word. Unless
you accept this as fact and wthout error you have no basis for your
beliefs in a suprene being are in a here-after and consequently have
no hope for tonorrow. Only when one can accept that God has reveal ed
H nmself to us through Hi's word, and that word is without error, can
we then proceed to place our faith and trust in Hm to save us
according to Hs word, the Holy Bible, as He revealed it to its
mul ti pl e aut hors.

Thi essen explains that inspiration has to do with how the truth
was given to the nmen who wote the sixty-six books of the Bible.
Thi essen indicates that the "Spirit of God noved upon nen..." and
further states that the "Scripture is fully and verbally inspired; it

i s God-breathed."?*

Theori es.

There have been a nunber of theories advanced to explain how the
Bible can be witten by nultiple authors and in different tine
periods and yet be a divine word from God. Sonme of these theories
are Mechanical D ctation Theory, Partial Inspiration Theory, and
Ver bal Pl enary Theory.

Mechani cal Dictation Theory holds that God dictated the Bible
and thus produced an accurate and infallible word which contains
conplete inspiration and truthfulness of the scriptures. Thi s
expl anation suggest it wuld be inpossible for nman to provide
accurate and infallible informtion.

Partial Inspiration Theory suggest only parts of the Bible are
inspired. Since the scriptures are the source of Christian theol ogy
they nust be inspired of God and absolutely true. Those who take the
partial inspiration point of view believe that only doctrinal
teachi ngs and itens which human aut hors can not have know edge of are
i nspired. They would indicate that areas not related to theol ogy,
such as geography and history are not inspired and |left to human
i nterpretation.

I ndi vi dual s who espouse the Verbal Plenary Theory believe that
every word was given by divine revelation and that all of it was
i nspired. It therefore, is free of error of any kind. This theory
seens the nost plausible in that, the human authors over the period

23Thiessen, Lectures, 63.




of tinme could not have put together such a docunent unless it were by
di vine revel ati on and conplete without any m xture of error.

Hi storical and Geographi cal Evidence

Much of history and archaeol ogy continue to match with events as
recorded in the Bible. Attenpts have been nade to suggest that sone
Kings as nentioned in the Bible did not exist and therefore
suggesting error on parts of the scriptures. |In these circunstances
rulers continue to match historical and Biblical accounts as
archaeol ogy unearths new findings which verify the authenticity of
Bi bl e passages.

The truthful ness of the A d Testanment was substantiated when God
as Christ in the flesh recognized nmany key doctrinal elenments of the
A d Testanment as fact. H's references to the occurrences as having
taken place or as directed by God help to establish the validity of
the scriptures.

Archaeol ogy confirms such occurrences as the creation, flood, and
battles of the kings by continually finding accounts which describe
the circunstances of the events nuch as they have been described in
the Bible. Archaeology continues to confirmthe truthful ness of the
Bible and its accuracy by continuing to search for evidence of
civilizations which have been found by their Biblical references.
The Bible has described locations in sufficient detail that
ar chaeol ogi st have been able to find whole nations and have dated
them as being in existence at the time described in the Bible.

Witers Qualification

The truthful ness of the New Testanment can

be described by several facts. One such fact centers around the
credibility of the witers. The accounts which they relate in their
witings were direct eyew tness accounts of actual occurrences. The
witers had been wth Jesus and wote from their persona
experiences. They received the scriptures which they wote fromthe
Holy Spirit and not of thenselves. This spiritual insight and first
hand reporting gave evidence of spiritual guidance.

Sincerity and Synchroni zati on.

One cannot doubt the sincerity of the nen who wote the New
Testament since much of what they wote ran counter to established
bel i ef s. To wite against the traditional way of thinking took
courage because of the consequences of their actions. They nust have
had great conviction that what they wote was true since its content

could put them to death. If what they wote was not correct then
death would be to high a price to pay for fal se heresy.
In conj unction with t he witers convi ctions is t he

representation of facts which are reported by nunerous witers
covering the sane content or occurrences. This harnonization of the



many books of the New Testanent adds proof of divine guidance for the
establi shnment of the scriptures as true and without error.

Hi storical agreenent

As the books witten by different authors fit together to
support each other so does the content fits the historical period.
All of the witers use history and accurate simlar accounts to
produce a conplete picture of Christ deity. They point to historica
occurrences as substantiating divine intervention in the lives of nen
in the past, present and future. A study of the historical events
| eads one to conclude that there is nothing in history counter to
Bi blical clainms nor does |ack of agreenent refute God's revel ation.

Il um nation

As Recei ved.

The total Bible was received by the authors through the power of
the Holy Spirit and was provided to them wth understanding
sufficient for them to wite the word of God as God wanted it
witten. Although they were clearly their own personality and were
capable of witing what they wanted to wite, the Bible tells us that
they only wote that which they were led of the Spirit to wite
They |ikewi se were only given insight into that which they wote as
the Holy Spirit determned it necessary for them to have that

know edge. Circunstances throughout the Bible plainly tell the
authors sinply to wite that which God wanted witten and that it was
not necessary for the witers to know or be illumnated to its

pur pose or content.

As Reveal ed.

1 John 2.20,27 according to Thiessen indicates that "each child
of God has illumnating mnistry of the Holy Spirit to enable himto
understand the Word;"* Taking this statenment to its |ogical

concl usion then, would be that each child of God who spends tinme with
God in his Bible will by the power of the Holy Spirit have Jesus
Christ the Son of God revealed to them This would be the extension
of "understand the Wrd", since Christ is the Wrd.

Original versus Mdern Versions

Oiginal versions of God's Wrd to man is considered to be
verbal, plenary inspiration text by sone conservative Biblica
schol ars. Much debate over certain passages or sone words, still
cannot sufficiently deny that the word cane by supernatural neans and
that its inerrancy is clear enough for learned nen of the Bible to
say without hesitation that the Bible as we know it cane from God to
man and is without m xture of error.

24Thiessen, Lectures, 41.



The nodern versions or translations of the Bible today may be
regarded by sone not to be wthout error or changes due to
translation. If one believes that God using the power of the Holy
Spirit illumnated the witers of the Bible, then one can also
believe that the Holy Spirit can illumnate the readers to know and
conprehend that which he wants understood from the text of present
day transl ations.

THE REASONS

Save Man from Sel f

Man is a sinner and needs the infallible word of God to instruct
himin the way to please his creator and to achieve redenption from
his sin nature. God provides the instruction and redenption through
divinely inspired witten instructions, the Holy Scriptures. No
matter what man thinks of the Bible it will not change whether or not
the Bible is God's Word. Man decei ved by Satan about the scriptures,
and their power to reveal God to nman for purposes of salvation, wll
find hinmself in hell for all his intellectualizing and rationalizing
which are in error. God provided H's Wrd to give nan an account of
Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross. |If nman rejects the
word and consequently rejects the redenptive nessage then that wll
be mans choi ce, not Gods.

Provide Wy to Speak to Man

God has provided a neans to save nmen fromtheir sins. That way
required that God speak to nman. God chose to speak to man with the

Holy Scripture. God has placed within Hs word the plan of
sal vati on. Man can continue to find error or any other excuse for
rejecting Gods way of speaking to man. Man's rejection of the
inerrant word wll not change God way of speaking to man for

sal vati on purposes.
THE RESULTS

Bi bl e Perseveres

O the several argunents advanced for the inspiration and
truthful ness of the scripture, its "indestructibility" by Thiessen
is proposed.* |If the Bible were not the true and inspired word of
God one could say that it would not have survived the many attenpt on
its systematic destruction. Not all books are subject to systematic
destruction as has been the Bible. There has not been a book which
has had as nuch prohibition of reading. There has even been |aws
passed against its publication. In Spite of the many attenpts to
destroy the Bible it continues to survive and to point to the divine
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revel ati on of Jesus Chri st as Savi or.

Prophecy Fulfill nent

The Bible is truthful inits fulfillnment of prophecy. A study of
just a few prophecies, many of which are extrenely conplex in nature,
proves that the Bible is by divine revelation. Only God can know t he
future. God' s book continues to be proven to possess know edge of
future events which have been fulfilled since its witing. Mich of
the unfulfilled prophecy continues alnost on a daily basis to be
fulfilled. One who is famliar with the prophecies in the Bible can
clearly see that God has provided the Bible for us to know H's true
and i nspired word.

CONCLUSI ON

The Scripture is Inspired and True

All  of the above singularly should be sufficient proof of
inspiration and truthful ness of the scripture but collectively should
be overwhel m ng evidence of inspiration and the truthful ness of the
scripture.



THE CREATION AND FALL OF MAN

THE ORIG@ N OF NMAN
(The Creation View

The origin of man has |ong been a nystery for those individuals
who desire to place man's beginning in the universe as an act of
nat ur e. This presunption that man is derived from sonme form of
matter separate and apart from being the divine creation of God is
just anot her exanple of man being confused by the things of God.

The non-believer spends nmuch tinme and energy attenpting to pl ace
the origin of man in a self evolved state of one type or another.
Mich has been said about even the creation of the earth itself. The
big bang theory is just one such exanple. One of the theories put
forth for the origin of man is the one cell approach or evol utionary
view that man evolved from one celled creatures to nonkeys and then
to the present state of man. This theory has been described as "From
goo to you by way of the zoo."

The difficulty with these theories is that they are based on
erroneous information fromthe inception of the theory. The attenpts
at elimnating a suprene being which produces or creates all things
makes evol utioni st theory untenable and fal se postul ati ons at best.

The creationist view of the origin of man is obviously the
correct view since it begins with the Creator. One cannot have a
creation (man) wthout first having a creator. The Christian's
acknow edgnent of man being created by God is of course substantiated
by the Bible and is detailed enough to dispel the nmyth of being born
in a cess pool. The Biblical account provides sufficient description
of the creation process of the origin of man that it should be
accepted by all who read it. All intelligent beings should recognize
that their intellect nust have been derived from a higher intellect
than their own. Present scientific evidence indicates that
degeneration of intellectual capacity is a regression to the nean.
Intelligence does not evolve to a higher form it dissipates to a
| ower |evel.

Evol utionist are devoted to the identification of exactly when
did the creation of man occur in tinme. Creationist believe that the
Bi blical account is sufficient evidence for the time of creation.
The Bible says "In the beginning God created..." and it is clear
that He created man both male and fenale. The ant hropol ogi cal and
anatonmic argunents are satisfied in that man was made from the dust
of the earth and God provided the first breath of life. The "when" is
satisfied by God's own good tine.



THE ORI G NAL CHARACTER OF MAN

The original character of man imediately brings to mnd severa
prem ses which should be given consideration. The original character

of man is usually interpreted in light of the scriptures "in the
i mge and |ikeness of God". An understanding of this phrase is
necessary to determ ne what is neant by "inage and |i keness". Si nce
God is spirit and as such possess no physical body, then nman is not
made in the "image and |ikeness" of God as a physical being. If man
is not in the likeness of God as a physical being then in what

capacity is man |i ke God? According to Hodge

God is a Spirit, the human soul is a spirit" and the "attri butes
of a spirit are reason, conscience, and will...a rational, nora
and...free agent."?*

Gven this likeness, nman then is capable of comunication with God
H nself. Lower fornms of creation not possessing spirit have no such
attributes and are considered brute in nature. The "likeness"
produces within man the capacity to know God. This capacity for
knowi ng God allows for the regeneration and sanctification according
to the apostle Paul in Col ossians 3.10.

The evolutionist view of man's capacity to reason is quite
different from that of man being created by God. The evol utioni st
view of man postulates that nman was incapable of nental capacities
when first evolving and not created as a whole man. G ven these two
differences in opinions one nust choose Dbetween scientific
specul ation and the gift of God. "Goo" or God, you deci de.

Along with the nental capabilities provided by the spirit are
al so noral capabilities or |likenesses which as spirit are "created in
ri ght eousness and holiness of truth" (Eph 4.24). Man's ability to
choose "holiness" places him in a regenerated state and this
condition returns man to his pre-sin position with God.

One of the reasons why man can be considered social in spirit is
proj ected because God is social. Evi dence of God having fellowship
with man in the garden (Gen 3.8) indicates that God was available to
commune with his creation man. (God denonstrated man's social nature
by providing a help mate for Adam Eve being recogni zed as part of
Adam established early that man should not be al one but should have

soci al conpani onshi p. God's endownent of H's spirit into man
produced human love. Only as God |loves nman can man in turn possess
the sanme attributes as given by God "in our inmage, after our

i keness" (CGen 1.26).

26Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology 3 vols. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co.,
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TWO VI EWS OF MAN' S BEI NG

Man has a material and an inmmterial nature. The materi al
nature is his body while the immterial nature is his soul and
spirit. Dependi ng on whether one believes that the soul and spirit

are one, or if soul and spirit are separated determ nes whether one's
view is that of dichotony (soul & spirit conbined) or trichotony
(soul & spirit separated).

The di chotonmy view has as its base Gen 2.7 in which God breat hed

into man "the breath of life and man becane a living soul."” O her
proof scriptures seemto indicate that "life" and "spirit" or "soul"
and "spirit" are interchangeable. Matt hew and Mark's gospel both

indicate if one |oses the soul, they |ose everything. Thiessen adds
an additional argunment for dichotony, in that man's consci ousness can
only discrimnate between the material and inmmterial parts of man's
bei ng. ¥

The trichotony view holds that man is three different parts
The parts are body, soul and spirit. Using the sanme base Gen 2.7 as
proof text the trichotom st point out that the text is plural and
translate a "breath of life (lives)." In 1 Thess 5.23 the apostle
Paul considers man's nature to have body, soul and spirit. Hebr ews
4.12 speaks of "dividing asunder of soul and spirit".

Most Scripture indicates that soul and spirit are synonynous.
D chotom sts only need to explain 1 Thess 5.23 and Heb 4.12 while the
Trichotom sts nust explain several dichotom st proof text.

MORAL CONSTI TUTI ON OF MAN

The noral constitution of man consist of the ability to nake

right and wrong decisions. Much of what scholars believe makes up
the noral constitution of man is primarily man's intellect and
sensibility, as well as to use one's conscience and will. The first

two, intellect and sensibility are used to identify right and w ong,
and to use man's sensibility to decide to do right or wong.
According to Thiessen intellect and sensibility must of necessity be
acconpani ed by conscience and will.*® Conscience according to Romans

2.15 is to bear wtness. This my be a good description of
consci ence. Consci ence being the know edge of right and wong. It is
a noral standard against which man neasures his actions. Man' s
consci ence then bares witness to whether or not the inpending thought
or action is norally correct. WIIl is man's ability to do anything
which is within his nature. He is not free in his will to do that
which is contrary to his nature. Man's will allowed Adam to decide
to sin or not to sin. Qur will allows us to nake a sim | ar decision.

The Holy Spirit provides opportunities for man to exercise his wll
to follow God's wll.

27Thiessen, Lectures, 160.
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PROBLEMS W TH MAN S FALL

The fall of man seens to have sonme difficulties involved wth
it. There seens to be what Thiessen calls three principals which are
open for discussion.” These three principals or problens are as
follows. Can a holy being fall?, why would a just God allow man to
be tenpted?, and why so great a penalty for disobedi ence?

First, can a holy being fall? Yes a holy being can fall if he
fails to differentiate between that which is holy and unholy. God
created man and woman in a sinless state with free will and noral
abilities to choose to sin or not to sin. Satan arranged a

tenptation which would cause them to sin and Adam nade the deci sion
to disobey his creator. Wen he did that, he took upon hinself the
responsibilities for his actions. W today nmay not conprehend how a
holy being can sin, however, it is clear that Adam acted against the
true nature of God and placed hinself in direct disobedience with
CGod. Man revolted against God of his own free wll. Satan could
only use that which was available to him for use to tenpt man and
wonan. He could only use those things in the garden. According to
CGenesis 3.6 Satan used man's God given desires for food against him
in order to cause man to disobey Cod. The driving force was man's
desire to know that which God did not desire him to know at that
time. Rebellion against God had a price.

Second if God is just, why did He permt the tenptation? Man
was created a being which had been given the will to nmake a deci sion
concerning serving God and serving self interest. Man's God given
ability to make such a choice separates himfrom all other creations
of God. Even though God had foreknow edge of man's inability to nmake
the appropriate decision, a just God, by being just had to allow
man's decision. Being a just God, God provided an inmedi ate counter
action to man's poor choice. God's decree was a Savior for man's sin
agai nst H m

Last, does the Creator have the right to set the penalty for
di sobedi ence? Em nent authority nust rest wth God. God used
material things to bring nman to the under-standing that having all
know edge gained from the forbidden tree does not make him |like God

or God. Man still remained the created being and not the Creator

God's conmand was a serious comand. It was a decision to choose
death or life. To choose between God or self. Adam choose to pl ace
his trust in hinself. Man still has the sane decision to nake today.
Man may choose life and Christ or nan may choose death and the devil.
The forbidden tree is still in man's garden.

THE NATURE OF ADAM S SI N

The nature of Adamis sin is in nost part involved in a
di scussion of "what is sin?". There are several definitions of sin
whi ch have been put forth and nost of them contain sonme form of the
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follow ng prem ses. Under-standing these prem ses can provide
insight into the nature of Adam s sin.

Sin by many has been described as transgression of the |law s of
God; selfishness; nature that is sinful; different kinds of evil; and
depravity. According to these definitions one can clearly see the
nature of Adam s sin.

Sinis the transgression of the law s of God and therefore when
Adam chose not to conform to God's will regarding Adam then Adam
sinned against God. The Bible calls this action, sin, disobedience,
godl essness and even unhol i ness.

Sin is selfishness and was found to be in Adam when by free
el ection he chose to put hinself before God and went his own
direction. |Isaiah 53.6 describes the action as "turned every one to
his owm way." Proof that selfishness is a part of sin rest in "the
fact that all the forns of sin can be traced to selfishness as their
source. "

Man having a nature that is sinful can bring forth sin. 1 John

1.8 clearly dispels any nyth of not having a sin nature. "If we say
that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not
in us." Man's conscience even speaks to man and when it does it
speaks of self not God.

Sin has been described as different types of evil. One of these
types is noral evil. This evil is found in man hinself and is his

sins of om ssion and conm ssi on. He elects to do evil or not to do
evil by his very nature of rationalization.

Depravity seens to be the lot of sin. Sin according to the
Bible effects the whole man and only by the shed blood of Jesus
Chri st can man have hope to be cleansed from™"all sin." 1 John 1.7.

Much of what represents what sin is not is that, sin is not
forever; is not unlimted; and sin does not begin as a sensuous
nat ure. Accordingly, Adamis sin was not part of the definition of
what sin is not.

EFFECTS OF THE FALL ON ADAM AND EVE

The imredi ate effects of the fall on Adam and Eve were their
“relationship to God, on their nature, on their bodies, and on their
envi ronnent . "

One of the immedi ate effects of the fall on Adam and Eve was the
establishnment of a different relationship to God than had been prior
to the fall. God was a God to comune with prior to the fall, where
as, after the fall Adam and Eve sought to hide fromthe face of God.
Their relationship to God had changed fromthat of fellowship to that
of di sobedi ence and guilt. Their sin was conpounded with accusations
of blame on the God, the serpent and each ot her.

Anot her effect of the fall was on Adam and Eve's nature. They
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no | onger possessed a sinless nature. They were naked before God and
thensel ves and placed upon their descendants a sin nature. Man
becane a sinner by birth.

The effect on their bodies was surely immediate as the body
becanme corruptible. Man nust "surely die" according to Genesis 2.17.

Their bodies would never be as created, incorruptible, inmortal.
Physical illnesses and nal adi es woul d be the pain of a dying body. A
body weakened by sin and subject to decay. As they were "dust, and
to dust you shall return.” Genesis 3.19.

The imediate effect on their environment is seen in that the
serpent was cursed, that the cattle and beast of the fields would
suffer. That the animals would seek to destroy those of |esser
ability to survive. That the earth itself would be caused to bring
forth thorns and thistles as was not its nature prior to the fall
Al'l of the creation nust now be made to exhibit a world full of sin
and suffering.

CONCLUSI ON

What can one do to reverse the situation which is described as
the fall of man? According to God's word nman nust be made ri ghteous

agai n before God. God will not accept man's righteousness since in
the sight of God, man's righteousness is as filthy rags. Jesus
Christ, God's Son is the only righteousness God wll accept.

However, the paynent for sin requires death. Therefore, Christ has
al ready provided the paynent for the penalty of sin. Christ died on
the cross, the wages of sin is death, but the gift of life is
eternal, provided for all those who will accept Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savi or.



THE DILEMMA OF SIN

ADAM S SIN AND THE EFFECT ON THE HUVAN RACE

The effect of Adamis sin on the human race was that of passing
on to his descendants sin. H's selfish act placed all human kind in
sin. Romans 5.12 states that,

Werefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin; and so death passed upon all nen, for that all have
si nned.

Along with the sin cane death and changes in the environment in which
they had been created. Man's new nature becane depraved and prone to
sin and death passed on to all nen.

Adami s sin changed the way nmen sin. Since Adam chose to sin he
then passed on to his descendants the nature to choose sin. Chafer
puts it like this, "They do not becone sinful by sinning, but they
sin because by nature they are sinful."?*

There were penalties assessed for Adam s disobedi ence and they
wer e physical death, spiritual death, and the second death for those
that warrant it. The physical death was em nent since God said,
you will "surely" die (Gen 2.17). The spiritual death is that of the
| ost or separated from God due to Adamis sin. The third death which
was passed on is the second death and for those who elect to continue
in their sin will find that they are eternally separated from the
| ove of GCod.

According to the Biblical doctrine of sin man sins in several
ways. Man sins because he disobey the |aws of God, because sin is
part of the nature of nman, because Adanmis sin inputed to all nen
deat h, and accordingly then all nen are "under sin" Gl 3.22.

Man sins first because he does not neasure up to God's standard
and falls short of the Gory of God. 1In the second, man's nature has
been changed and he has becone "children of wath". Third, in Ronmans
5 it states that because of Adamis sin, now man's sin nust be paid
for by inputing on Jesus the sins of mankind. And fourth, being
under sin can only be changed by Jesus Christ placing a repentant
soul under His grace.

SECULAR THEORI ES
CONCERNI NG SIN I N THE RACE

There are a nunber of secular theories concerning sin in the
race. Some of these theories of inputation of Adamis sin to his

32Chafer, Major, 176.



posterity are "The Pelagian Theory", "Armnian Theory", "Federal
Theory", "Medi at e Theory", "Augusti ni an Theory" (Corporate
Personality Theory), and "New School Theory". At issue is Romans
5.19 "For as by one man's disobedience many were nmade sinners.”
Because Adam and all his descendants are of the same creation (all
men) then the sin of Adamis the sin of the race.

The Pel agi an Theory was devised by a British nonk naned Pel agi us
and he spread his theory in 409 AD. H s theories were reviewed by
the Council of Carthage in AD 418 and determned to be condemed
Pel agi us believed that everyone is created innocent by God as Adam
was in the garden. That man is free from a depraved state and able

to make their own transgressions of God's |aws. According to
Pel agi us, Adam did not pass anything but a bad exanple on to his
descendant s. Pel agius fur-ther said that physical death was not a

consequence of Adans actions but rather an act of nature. He used
the sane scriptures others use to interpret entirely different
position one fromanother. He used Romans 5.12 and interpreted it to
say that all men will incur death by sinning and will do so as Adam
was their exanple. Really going a field, Pelagius states that man
can be saved by law and that sone individuals have been so saved
because they have obeyed God perfectly. These individuals according
to Pel agius can be saved by grace but that is not entirely necessary
since they have remained perfect and therefore have been saved by
their works of perfection.

The Arm nian Theory expounded by Pro-fessor Arm nius places man
in a position of being destitute of original righteousness and that
Adam has passed upon his descendants msery and death. Arm ni an
theory states that God has given all people from their imediate
creation a consciousness of the Holy Spirit and can with this help
counteract the inherited depravity and can obey God shoul d they chose
to do so. Death passes on to all nen not because of Adamlis sin but
because God decreed that all men should suffer the consequences of
Adami's sin. This theory has several difficulties. To nanme just two,
they are, the inproper use of the Holy Spirit and contradiction of
Scri pture.

The Federal Theory briefly stated is a theory of Covenants as
espoused by Cocceius and Turretin. According to these two schol ars
God nmade a covenant with Adam The ternms of the covenant was that
Adam would be his race's representative and any actions which Adam
woul d take would place on his descendants the sane penalties. The
descendants of Adam would receive eternal life if Adam was obedi ent
to God. The descendants woul d becone corrupt and woul d experience
death if Adam sinned. Since Adam did sin, God placed Adams
transgressi on upon all manki nd as defendants of a sinner.

The Mediate Theory according to Professor Placeus is that all
men are born physically as well as nentally depraved. That depravity
is a native depravity and is itself sin. It is an inborn depravity
by virtue of propagation from Adam and is passed to all of his
descendants.



The Augustinian Theory according to Augustine states that God
i mputed Adamis sin imediately to his descendant because Adam was the
head of the whole race at the tine that he transgressed God' s |aw.
Adam s action constituted the will of the race to go agai nst God and
therefore corrupted itself by Adam s sin.

The New School Theory finds it's roots in old Puritan
ant hropol ogy and according to this theory all nen are born with a
predi sposition to sin. The theory further states that with this
predi sposition to sin man actually sins as soon as they are norally
capable. This action is |labeled as "vitiosity of nature" because it
| eads to sin. God does not inpute to Adami s descendants Adamis sin
but inputes to each man his own sins and transgression.
These theories have been discussed briefly, since it is known that
these theories have nultiple facets and space in this paper does not
al | ow the expounding of their errors.

THEORI ES OF | MPUTATI ON OF SIN

According to Chafer, three theories of inputation are set forth
in the Scripture. They are,

The sin of Adamis inputed to his posterity. . . the sin of man
is inmputed to Christ. . . and the righteousness of God is
i nputed to those who believe. "™

According to Romans 5.12-14 Adamis sin is inputed to all men. Since
all men have the Adami c nature and are "in Adam’ then they are said
to have sinned in Adam

Adam being the federal head of the race placed sin upon al
menbers of the race and death passed to all, for all have sinned.
The other occurrence of a sinful nature in Adanmis descendants cones
by inheritance of a sinful nature through the generations of Adam
Men by the very nature of birth in the Adamc line are sinful. The
penalties for sin are physical death, spiritual death, and the second
death. Man nmust do sonething with the sin nature of his inheritance.
Man can accept CGod's decree to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior upon
whom God has i nputed man's sins.

Since God inmputed Adam's sin to man, God
al so provided a way to escape the three types of death. This way was

the inputation of man's sin on Jesus. The Bible says in Isaiah

53.5,6
He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities. . . and the Lord has laid on himthe iniquity of us
all.

God further places His righteousness on us if we wll believe that He

i mputed our sins to H's Son Jesus. Thus God inputes righteousness in
Chri st upon those who will believe.
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WHAT | S DEPRAVI TY AND THE SI N NATURE?

Depravity and the sin nature is man's |ack of righteousness and
holy affection for God, conmbined with his corrupt noral nature and
bent to evil. Thi essen says that "The Scriptures speak of human
nature as wholly depraved."** This wholly depraved nature is not in
the sense of a conplete opposition to God. It does not nmean that nman
is totally and conpletely prone to commt all the sins. Many Bi bl e
passages indicate that nan is not totally depraved but that sone keep
the law, while others go frombad to worse in their evil ways. O her
scriptures state that man given a choi ce between hinself and God w ||
choose hinself. Still other scripture indicate that man at tines has
an enmty toward Cod. Romans 7.18 tells us that man is simlar in
nature as the apostle Paul when he said,

For | know that in me (that is, in ny flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing: for to wll is present with ne: but how to performthat
which is good I find not.

Depravity has produced an inability in nman to give up self and to
find God's way acceptable to him Being in sin has caused the free

will of man to choose between two evils. He may need to choose the
| esser of two evils or the greater of the two evils. This freedom
also allows man to respond to the grace of God and will aid himin

repentance and belief in the Son of God to be saved.
THE PROBLEM OF SIN I N THE | NDI VI DUAL

Manki nd by his very nature is capable of determning his ability
to sin or not to sin. Mankind as a whol e has determ ned that "No one

is perfect." The Bible says "For all have sinned" Rom 3.23. Thi s
exi stence of sin in each of us has been called the "Universality of
Sin". This sin has been determned to exist in everyone and

according to Rom 3.10 "THERE IS NONE RI GHTEQUS, NO NOT ONE: "

This nature of sin is not just participating in the sin of the
world but nust be understood to be present in each of us as a
propensity to sin. This is to say that man is not [imted to the
acts of sin but by his very "nature" sinful. Many Scriptures address
this nature. Sonme are Ecclesiastes 7.20 "For there is not a just man
upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not," 1 John 1.8 "If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us,” and Romans 3.12 THEY ARE ALL GONE QUT OF THE WAY. . . THERE IS
NONE THAT DOETH GOOD, NO NOT ONE." The problem of the existence of
sin in the individual nmay best be described by the classic passage
found in Romans 5.12-14
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As by one man sin entered into the world. . . death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over themthat had not sinned after the
simlitude of Adam s transgression.

Sin exist in the individual by the declaration of both man and God.
THE PROBLEM OF GUILT

Quilt is clearly a part of sin. The sin nature of man woul d not
be conplete without the guilt nature of man to convince him of his
inabilities to please Cod. Accordingly, one finds in 1 John 3.20
"For if our hearts condemm us, God is greater than our hearts, and
knoweth all things." This condemation is our guilt nature and we by
our very being experience our guilt as through the heart.

@Quilt according to the Scriptures indicate that guilt is in
degrees and is relative to sins commtted. The A d Testanent Msaic
| aw described different sacrifices for different violation of the

Mosaic | aw. New Testanent indications of degrees of sin are
represented in such Scriptures as John 19.11 "he that delivered ne
unto thee hath the greater sin,” and Romans 2.6 "Who will render to

every man according to his deeds."

According to Thiessen there are four degrees of guilt.*® Mn is
by his nature a sinner and when they reach the age of accountability
man's nature causes him to personally transgress God's |aw. That
guilt is determned by the degree of know edge concerning God and
actions taken against God's |aw Degree of guilt is determ ned by
the sin commtted. These sins may be those of w Il ful indul gence as
conpared to that which Peter experienced when he denied Christ even
t hough he did not wish to do so. The fourth degree of guilt is the
condition of the heart. The Bible says that man can harden their
hearts to the will of God. This hardening of the heart can cause the
soul to ignore the wooing of the Holy Spirit and to not accept CGod's
redenptive grace and pardon for sin in Christ Jesus.

CONCLUSI ON
No matter what theory is expounded or by what expert, sin is
real, and guilt is just as real as sin. God in H's w sdom placed
within sinful man guilt. Qiilt requires a reconciliation. The only
reconciliation which will wash away sin and guilt is the blood of
Jesus Christ. Man nmay accept Christ's death on the cross for

forgi veness of sin and renoval of guilt for past sins. \Wether, he
elects to remain full of sin and guilt is up to him The great hym
asks and answers this question concerning sin. Wat can wash away ny
si n?/ not hi ng but the bl ood of Jesus.
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SALVATION AND SECURITY

SALVATI ON - GOD' S PLAN AND PURPOSE

Salvation is the work of God to redeem man from his sin. Jesus
Christ was the "Lanb slain from the foundation of the world" (Rev.
13.8) and for the purpose of redenption of man by the shed bl ood of
Jesus Christ. God' s foreknow edge of nan's inability to be holy even
as He is Holy allowed Hmto provide a way for man to be reconcil ed
to God.

God's plan of salvation for man has several factors. These
factors are first and forenost that God has only one plan. This plan
has several parts, such as, it is CGod's plan; it is for mn's

reconciliation; it is God' s conditions, not mans; and it is to be
acconplished in the manner in which God prescribes. Bei ng just one
plan, it provides salvation for all people who wll believe. It has
no special conditions for certain people. It has no tinme barriers,
since it spans man fromthe garden to the grave.

God's purpose is found in tw parts; man's nature and what the
Scripture has to say concerning God' s purpose. In man's nature the
tragedy of man's fall is that his nature changed from i nnocence and
holiness to that of a sin nature. In the change God allowed man to
retain spiritual know edge of God and to know that apart from God man
was of a sin nature and could not please God. Man was given
know edge of his sin and of his need to please CGod.

In the scriptures we find that God appeared to man to provide
for hima way to acknow edge his sin. God provided punishnent for
di sobedi ence of God's | aws concerning sin and the Bible says "Through
the Law comes the know edge of sin"™ (Rom 3.20). The scriptures also
indicate that the coming of Christ for man's sin was foretold by the
prophets and that through the prophets we can know God's purpose of
redenption for man' sin.

DOCTRI NE OF ELECTI ON

The Doctrine of Election has been enbroiled in extremes on
either side of the issues or questions which this doctrine causes to
surface. As part of God's salvation plan, nman attenpts to dissect
every word and part, consequently, many questions arise. Sone of the
questions are stated below with Biblical responses.

The first question which needs to be asked is; What is election?
Accordi ng to Thi essen,

In its redenptive aspect, election neans that sovereign act of
God whereby he graciously chose in Jesus Christ for salvation al
t hose whom he foreknew. *
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As each question is posed it brings forth another supposition which
must be answered.

What is the foreknow edge of God?
The foreknow edge of God is God foreseeing those who will respond to
t he gospel .

What is predestination and fore ordination? This answer involves the
el ect as those who accept God's Son for salvation. God' s
predestination and fore ordination acconplishes God's plan.
According to the Apostle Paul in Romans 8.29 God "Whom He foreknew,
He al so predestined to becone conforned to the inage of H's Son."

Is grace available to all nen or just the elect?

Al t hough man | ost much of God's favor in the fall in the garden, God
continued to provide man with the ability to choose GCod. Thi s
choice, God's grace was for all nmen and not because one man was
sonet hing nore than another. Al had sinned.

Did Christ die for all?

Many scriptures point to this answer as an enpathic "Yes!". Many
text indicate that Christ died for everyone, that God was not wlling
that any shoul d perish and sal vation was of fered for "whosoever".

Is God's call for everyone?

This seens to be an extension of the question above. But Titus 2.11
answers it thus "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all nen".

Is God arbitrary?
God in H's foreknow edge knows how nman will respond to the gospel
but God does not cause the decision. The response belongs to man.

Is God just?

God is just and has provided salvation by grace to all nen and w |
restore everyone who response to His Son Jesus into the fell owship of
God. Sonme nmen of course, by their own volition, reject God's favor.

THE CROSS - SALVATI ON BEFORE AND AFTER
THE FI Nl SHED WORK OF CHRI ST

Salvation is God's way of providing a way for man to be
reconciled to God. The two factors which are clear in the salvation
process is that God provided a way to redeem man from sin both before
and after the cross. God further enphasizes salvation as a finished
work perfornmed by God's Son to take away the sin of mankind.

Before the cross, the Bible is clear that a bl ood sacrifice was
necessary on the part of sinners for the atonenent of the penalty of



death. The death of animal sacrifice in no way took away the sin of
man, God nerely accepted the blood sacrifices as a covering for sin
until such tinme as Christ would bring sin and death into subm ssion
to Hm The New Testanent provides an explanation for atonenent and
covering nentioned in the AOd Testanment. This passing over occurred
for those who believed God would provide a sacrificial lanb to be
slain for their sins. God sent His beloved Son to the cross to be
that Lanb slain before the foundations of the earth for the sins of
man both before and after the cross.

After the cross, stresses a finished or conpleted work. The
Lanb has been sl ain. Manki nd does not need to |look forward to Cod
providing an adequate sacrifice, Dbecause the sacrifice has been
provided and Christ has shed His blood for the rem ssion of sin.
I ndi viduals no | onger need to bring an animal blood sacrifice to God
for the remssion of their sins. God has provided Hs own and nost
worthy sacrifice. Man only has to repent of his sin and turn to
Jesus and believe that Christ has paid the ultimte price for nman's
sin. The finished work is not just a phrase used to conclude Jesus
earthly m ssion. The phrase uttered by Jesus on the cross of Calvary
was "It is finished" and represents Christ giving of Hnself in nman's
place for the sin of the world. The finished work was that of the
cross and was not finished until Jesus died. An understanding of the
finished work is not sufficient to save man from his sin. It is
necessary that man recognize that Jesus paid the ultimte price to
ransom man from his sin and man nust believe that Christ's death
satisfies God's holy judgnent against man for his sin. Once nan
believes in Christ's finished work on the cross, he should be justly
overwhel ned that God would send His only begotten Son to pay the
wages of sin, death for our salvation.

SOTERI OLOGY TERMS

Any di scussion of Soteriology requires the understanding of such
terns as call, repentance, faith, conversion, regeneration, adoption,
redenpti on, assurance, and justification. These terns are discussed
as foll ows:

Call.
Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and H's finished
work on the cross for the sin of man. Call is that grace which is

extended to man as an invitation to accept by faith God's plan of
salvation in H's Son Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2.8-10 states that this
call is a gift of Cod.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, |est any man
shoul d boast. For we are his worknman-ship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good wor ks, which God hath before ordai ned that we
shoul d wal k in them



Repent ance
The Scripture stresses that salvation is acconplished in man after he
repents. Paul indicated that repentance is of paranpbunt inportance.
The Book of Matthew stresses that it is fundanental to faith "when
you had seen it, repented, not afterward, that ye m ght believe hinf
Matt 21. 32.

Repentance is a change of mnd but nust be considered as a
conpl ete change in an individual which consist of how he sees, feels
and believes. Repentance as a change of the way man | ooks at sin is
different. Man nust see sin as sonething which is his and for which
he is responsible unless God provides away for himto transfer that
sin to another.

Repentance in man nust al so have sone el enent of distress which
can be recognized as regret for his sin and a true desire to be
forgiven of his sin.

The third element is that action which nakes confession of sin a
desire to turn one's life over to GCod. True confession is
acconplished by faith in God through Christ Jesus by acknow edgi ng
that forgiveness is nothing of ourselves.

Faith

Faith is the starting place for salvation and is an inportant concept
within the area of conversion. The Bible says one is saved and kept
by faith. Much is said about faith and how to live but the Bible
says that "without faith it is inpossible to please God." Faith has
no easy definition, since it is not a singular word in its usage
The word faith is used in many different context with many different
nmeani ngs. In conversion, faith is used as a noving of the soul
toward God. This faith requires according to Thiessen an invol venent
"inintellect, an enotional, and a volitional change."?

Conver si on

Conversion is considered as nman turning to God in response to the
call to repent and accepting salvation through faith. Conversion is
a conplicated term which enconpasses two other ternms. The terns are
repentance and faith.

Regener ati on
Regenerati on may have several definitions which can communicate its
nmeaning but it is the exchanging of an old nature for a new nature.
Regeneration is the new birth. Jesus talked about it as a need to be
born again. Being born again is the beginning of a new creature in
Christ Jesus.

Adopti on
This Pauline doctrine is translated fromthe Geek as "placing as a
son," a change from ones past position to a new position in Christ

37Thiessen, Lectures, 271.



Jesus. This change is from an old famly, the devil, to the new
famly of God. This adoption is necessary to make us sons of GCod.

Redenpti on

According to Ephesians 1.7 "W have redenption through his blood, the
forgi veness of sins, according to the riches of his grace". The
definition therefore of redenption is the giving of Christ blood to
ransom manki nd from sin. The further need existed that a Holy God
forgave mankind of his sins in light of the shed blood of Christ.
God was able to redeem manki nd because of Hi's great riches, God's
grace.

Assur ance

It is inportant to distinguish between assurance and eternal
security. Assurance is a realization within oneself that they
possess sal vation. That it is part of them and that they are

conplete in Christ, that they have an experience which assures them
of a proper testinony of that assurance and that by faith they have
assurance that they have accepted the prom ses of salvation. It can
be described as the Spirit of God within each individual giving
evi dence of that indwelling which can only be described as a spirit
presence thus, providing assurance of salvation.

Justification

Justification is the need for God to place a previous child of the
devil and transgressors of God's laws into a right relationship with
Hi m because man has believed in Jesus Christ. GCod declares man to be
ri ght eous because through man's new relationship with Jesus Christ
man has a need for righteousness.

Rl GHTEQUSNESS

Bi blical evidence of righteousness seens to be separated into
four types. These are: The righteousness of God; Mn's self-
ri ght eousness; God's inmputed righteousness; and the righteousness
giving by the Holy Spirit.

The Ri ght eousness of God.

The righteousness of CGod is declared to be that which permts
man to obtain a right relations with God. Romans 1.17 decl ares that
the righteousness of God is revealed by faith to those who will live
by faith. Paul says that man can only be righteous in the sight of
God by believing in God's provision of a sacrificial lanb to cover
man' s sin. In God's righteousness He provided a neans whereby the
sinner can obtain righteousness. This nmeans is God's plan to save
sinners by the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Man' s sel f-ri ght eousness.
The Bible is extrenely plain concerning man's righteousness.



The Bible says that man's righteousness is as "filthy rags" in Isaiah
64.6. Man certainly thinks of hinself as righteous but the Bible in
Romans 3.9-18 declares that man is sinful and |list many types of sin
and behaviors which are present in nman. Accordingly, Romans 3.10
states "There is none righteous,” and God in H's righteousness
provi ded Jesus righteousness to cover man's need for righteousness.

God' s I nput ed Ri ght eousness.

Man has a need for righteousness which can only be supplied by
CGod. God inputes on all who believe the righteousness of Christ
This is acconplished because God accepts the sin offering paid by
Christ for the whole world. This is only possible since Christ is

worthy to be slain. By being saved nman can be nmade righteous.
Further, those saved beconme a part of Jesus. This becom ng part of
Jesus is called "union". The union takes place as man puts his faith

and trust in Jesus and are saved. This is when man then becones "in
Hn'. Al so, the Bible speaks of a covering which is provided. This
covering according to Revelation 19.8 is a wedding garnent which is
the righteousness of God. Last, when one is said to be righteous
then one is said to be justified since the words are the sanme usage
in the New Testanment. God seeing Christ righteousness covering man's
sin justifies man bestows on man the nerits of Christ. Man is then
said to be "in Christ" and has been justified by faith in the sight
of God on the basis of Christ inputed righteousness.

Ri ght eousness giving by the Holy Spirit.

Truly born again, justified and righteous man will when filled
wth the Spirit of God exhibit works of righteousness. This is not a
work for salvation doctrine, but a doctrine of salvation which gives
evidence of righteousness in Christ by doing work which is
recogni zable as "fruits of the Spirit. A life that is changed by
Christ and fill with the Spirit denonstrates the righteousness of God
which is inmputed to man in Christ by "wal king not after the flesh but
after the spirit”

SECURI TY OF THE BELI EVER

Two views of the "security of the believer"” or "Can one who is
saved be |ost? exist. This is a vital view of one's salvation and
one which has great inpact on where one mght spend eternity.
Dependi ng on one's view, it is a question that nust be answered.

Can one who is saved, be |ost again and again and again . . .?

The two opposing views are that of the Arminian view and the
Calvinistic view These views are so naned because of the role each
man played in the espousing of their beliefs.

Taking the Arminian view first seens appropriate since this view
believes in a conditional security. The proponents of this view cite
sone eighty-five passages of scriptures to denonstrate that they have



the correct view. The scripture being true and every man a |iar nust
then speak for itself. There is no confusion in the scripture, but a
confusion concerning the interpretation of cited passages. The cited
passages raise questions like how to identify one who is really
saved,; man's  worKks; superfici al bel i ef ; rewar ds; fell owshi p;
chastened; fallen; out of context; msinterpretations; and who does
the work for sal vation

The Calvinistic view or the view or one saved always saved has
as its basis scripture passages which are plain and clearly
interpretable w thout danger of previous cited confusions.

Four positions have been established for each nenber of the God
head in relationship to the security of the believer. True believers
have eternal security because:

The Fat her.
He provides a promse of redenption. John 3.16 and other
passages descri be the prom se as "whosoever believeth . . . have

everlasting life."
He has the power to do what He prom ses. Jude 24 says,

Unto himthat is able to keep you fromfalling and to present
you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceedi ng

joy.

He is able to fulfill H's purpose. Romans 5.8,9 clearly states
t hat,

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet

sinners, Christ died for us. Mich nore then, being justified by

hi s bl ood, we shall be saved fromwath through him

He provides the righteousness necessary for redenption. God
forgives man's sin on the basis of Christ finished work on the cross.
Christ righteousness provides nan's eternal security. Not anyt hi ng

man can do by works is sufficient for salvation or the forgiveness of
sin.

The Son.

He gave His life for man and Hi s death on the cross cover