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INTRODUCTION

WHY STUDY CHURCH HISTORY?

A study of Church History 1is extremely complex. A number of
reasons for the study of church history is noted by Cairns'® in his
introduction to Christianity through the Centuries. Cairns sees the
reasons for studying Church History as a synthesis, an aid to
understanding the present, as a guide, as a motivating force, as a
practical tool, and as a liberalizing force.

Certainly, one can see how Cairns' reasons make sense in light
of his study. However, Newman expresses much of the same reasons
embodied in this simple statement: "History...is the setting forth
in literary or oral form of the development in time of the divine
plan of the universe".?

A logical reason to study Church History then in my opinion is
to take notice of the "development in time of the divine plan of the
universe". This reason may also be part and parcel of what Schaff?
states as a reason for studying Church History. According to Schaff
it is "for the advancement of our common Christianity".

Schaff also states "History should be written...as a book of
life for instruction, correction, encouragement, as the best
exposition and vindication of Christianity". The preceding statement
of Schaff really helped me to form a reason for the study of Church
History. As I read his statement, it became clear that the Bible,
God's Word, and the 0ld Testament 1is a history of God's chosen
people. That the Bible, God's Word, and the New Testament is a
history of the early church. The reasons stated are certainly true,
since the Apostle Paul admonished all believers to use the Word for
"instruction, correction, encouragement" much as does Schaff.

The closest reason that may be espoused for the studying of
Church History is that by studying Church History one is able to

actually study the Word. McManners® expresses it 1like this:
"Christianity 1s a religion of the word - the 'Word made Flesh', the
word preached, the word written to record the story of God's
intervention in history". One may agree with McManners in the first
part of his statement, however, one may part company when he speaks
of "God's intervention in history". This author believes one should

study Church History because God is history, not an intervention into
it.

The significance of such study, in light of biblical faith, 1is
based on the understanding that history 1is a foundation for our

faith. One should strive to be enlightened concerning those giants
of the faith who have forged our beliefs in blood. They certainly
should be seen as a "force" as Cairns states. In light of one's

1Cairns, Earle E., Christianity through the Centuries (Grand Rapids: Academie Books, 1954).

2Newman, Albert Henry, A Manual of Church History (Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1899), 3.

3Schaff, Philip, History of the Christian Church Vol I. (Grand Rapids: Eerdman, 1910).

4Mc Manners, John, Edited by, The Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1990), 11.




biblical faith, such a study is significant in that one can avoid the
pitfalls of the past by studying the good examples and errors of the
past. Knowledge of previous spiritual enlightenment will provide
awareness of false theology. Cairns 1in Christianity through the

Centuries writes "Ignorance of the Bible and the history of the
church is a major reason why many advocate false theologies or bad
practices".

One's biblical faith should tell them to study Church History
for the many reasons listed above. The primary reason, of course,
should be to wuse the knowledge gained as a motivating force, a
stabilizing influence and as a guide to seeing the many
demonstrations of God's power. One may note with anticipation, God's
demonstrations from the past, those in the present, and see God's
power unfolding His historical revelations from the past for the
future.

CHRIST THE FOUNDATION OF HISTORY

THE FULNESS OF TIME

The consensus opinion regarding why "the fulness of time" had
then come seems to evolve around the world at the time Jesus was
born. They state that the Roman Empire had prepared much of the
world for His coming. This preparation included roads, laws, and
cultural changes. The Greek culture is contributed with the language
of the time. The world was at peace and let the Gospel go out easily
to all parts of the empire. The condition of mankind, particularly
the Jewish nation, had reached the bottom of the pit of sin. What
may be overlooked by looking at Galatians 4.4 and "the fulness of

time" might be the greater passage found in Galatians 4.1,2. It
states that "the fulness of time" came at a time appointed by the
father (Galatians 4.1,2). We dwell on the point that the world was
ready to receive Christ. We may need another viewpoint, such as God

was ready to reveal Christ to the world, not in "the fulness of
time", but at "the appointed time".

SUMMARIZATION OF ROMAN IMPERIALISM
AND GREEK CULTURE AT FULNESS OF TIME
According to Cairns® the Romans contributed a political system
and the Greeks contributed an intellectual climate.
Under Roman imperialism God permitted the development of mankind

under one law. The time was such that people worshiped all manner of
gods, including the emperors. All non-Romans could unite under the
Roman empire and become Roman citizens. This placed all men in under
one law and one king. Travel was unrestricted in the world of that
day and thus Christians were able to spread the Gospel easily
throughout the empire. The great road system made missionary travel
a realization. The Roman army increased the spread of the Gospel by

taking Christianity to their area assignments in the ancient world

5Cairns, Earle E., Christianity through the Centuries (Grand Rapids: Academie Books, 1954).




through converted Roman soldiers. Conquest of a people cause lack of
faith in their wvalue systems, especially their gods which were
ineffective in warding off the Romans. This left a vacuum that only
God could fill.

Greek culture was a dominating force which provided a great
intellectual environment. Greek became the language spoken by most
everyone in the ancient world. This common language facilitated the
proselytizing of that world. The Greek philosophy replaced religions
and failed to satisfy spiritual needs. The Greeks believed in the
immortality of the soul and their insufficiency to please God.
Christianity was the answer to their searching. The Greek philosophy
is contributed with the demise of the Greek faith in ancient
polytheistic worship and the demonstration that man was unable in his
intellectual ability to know God.

JEWISH AFFATRS UNDER THE ROMAN EMPIRE
Jewish affairs under the Roman Empire could be considered to be
the basis upon which Christianity was able to flourish in the Roman

and Greek environments. In contrast to the Romans and Greek the Jews
had not lost God. They knew of His existence in their history and
they were waiting for the coming Messiah. The Jewish people again

contrast with the pagan world and their worship of many gods,
whereas, the Jewish people spread monotheism throughout the world
before the fulness of time had arrived. Part of the Jewish culture
included moral law and that sin was not intellectual or mystical but
a violation which was against God and needed an absolution of
redemption from the Savior. The Jewish people made a unique
contribution to Christianity in that the 0l1d Testament of the Jews
was also the 01ld Testament of the early Christians and under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit would become part of the book which was
to become the Bible. This acceptance of the ancient Testament gave
rise to a belief that history has meaning and that through it God was
at work. The Jewish lifestyle which required attendance in the
synagogue provided numerous locations and opportunities to preach the
Gospel. Synagogues were attended by Jews and Gentiles and were used
as a place to become more informed of life through religion.

THE HISTORICITY AND SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE HISTORICAL JESUS

The historicity of Jesus Christ as presented in the Gospel
records 1s easy to defend. Its defense comes, of course, by way of
extra-biblical evidence for those unable to be enlightened with the
Gospel records. Non-Jewish historians of old testify to a "Christus"
who was sentenced and put to death by Pontius Pilate. Records show
that Christians were a force to be reckoned with as exhibited by
letters requesting advice in how to deal with Christians. Such
records state the Christians' Christ is to be sung to as to a God.
Extra-biblical history records speak of Jews being thrown out of Rome
because of Christ. Other records indicate Christ was the one who was



crucified and had followers which actually worshiped this crucified
one. Other writings from the Jewish community which include the
historian Josephus mentions Christ, makes reference to Him as James'
brother, and that He was sentenced by Pilate to die on the cross.
Extra-biblical records of early Christians reported wrote of Christ
in what is called the "apocryphal gospels.” FEarly drawings and
writings on the walls of the Catacombs show the Christ of history.
Other more direct approaches to historicity of Jesus Christ is the
calendar we use, the church, and even Sunday as a day of worship.

The significance of the "historical Jesus" for the study of
Church history is that "Christ is revealed in the development of a

new value placed on human personality". Christ came to give man
dignity as a child of God through Him. He Dbroke down all known
barriers to people relating to one another as the "church". He

placed within mankind the need for His love and then loved us so much
He died for the sins of mankind. The "historical RESURRECTED Jesus"
is most significant to Church history. The significance is reflected
in His authority, in His sincerity, and in His character. In His
authority He spoke as never a man had spoken; in His sincerity he
revealed Himself to the world; and in His character He was pure Love
not like other variant personalities around Him. He was, of course,
the only virgin birth in history or Church history. The significance
of the "historical Jesus" for the study of Church history is seen in
His 1life, in His ministry, 1in His mission, 1in His message, 1in His
miracles, but more than that He is history!

CHRISTIANITY EARLY EXPANSION

SUMMARY OF EARLY EXPANSION
OF CHURCH ACCORDING TO ACTS 1.8

The early expansion of the Church was fulfilled by the church
under the power of the Holy Spirit. With Jesus' departure the church
used the guidance of the Holy Spirit to begin the Great Commission of
Acts 1.8. The early expansion of the Church occurred beginning in
Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit established Himself with the early
Christians at Pentecost. The next part of the commission occurred to
Judea and Samaria when the Holy Spirit filled new believers. This
was accomplished as Peter and John 3joined the work of Philip in
Samaria and laid hands on the new believers that they might be filled
with the Holy Spirit. In the house of Cornelius, the Holy Spirit was

at work even as Peter preached. The commission outreach continued
with Paul's second missionary Jjourney to Ephesus where the Holy
Spirit's power was evidenced once again. It should be noted that the
command of Acts 1.8 is "you shall" or in the NIV "you will" Dbe
witnesses to me. God was going to be glorified and the Gospel spread
in "Jerusalem, and 1in all Judea, and 1in Samaria and unto the
uttermost part of the earth. The emphasis is on the imperative "you

will."



THE JERUSALEM CHURCH AND THE
PALESTINIAN EXPANSION

The Palestinian expansion from the biblical account begins with
Acts 8. The center of focus leaves the Jerusalem Church and is
placed on the activities of the spreading of the Gospel to Judea and
Samaria. These activities are important in that they were focused on
different races. Philip in Samaria shared Jesus and the Holy Spirit
with a people whose descendants were not taken into captivity.
Enemies of the Jewish people were converted to Christianity. Philip
continuing his call to spread the Gospel assisted an Ethiopian high
official in accepting Christianity and baptism prior to returning to
his country. Further expansion occurs with Peter preaching to
Gentiles. God spoke to him and he followed the Holy Spirit to
Cornelius, a Roman centurion, who was also filled with the Holy
Spirit as at Pentecost.

God's command was to go into all the world and as early church
leaders were forced out of Jerusalem, they began preaching to Jews
and then later to the Gentiles.

The Holy Spirit's power produced large Gentile churches such as
the one established at Antioch in Syria. From this great Gentile
church at Antioch Paul would extend his ministry to Rome. The
Palestinian expansion occurred by the power of God and the Spirit of
God to bring redemption in Jesus Christ to a lost world.

WOULD CHRISTIANITY HAVE BEEN
THE SAME WITHOUT PAUL?

Paul's role in the worldwide expansion of the Church was clearly
Holy Spirit directed, as was the role of John the Baptist as a
forerunner to Jesus. In this same manner Paul should be seen as a
forerunner to Jesus. As a forerunner Paul was to spread the Gospel
of Jesus Christ much 1like John announcing Jesus' ministry. Would
Christianity have been the same without Paul? No. Christianity would
not have been the same without Paul. Several reasons may be noted to
make this point.

Paul was divinely called to be an apostle of the Lord Jesus
Christ (Acts 9.3-6.) The road to Damascus experience for Paul was
just as significant in theological realization as was the angel's
visit to Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist (Luke 1.11-15.)
Paul was visited directly by his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on
that road.

Paul was divinely instructed to be under the leadership of the
Holy Spirit in all things. Paul was clear that he, himself had to be
constantly subject to God's power in his life, lest he be like others
in the Gospel ministry of which he was aware had fallen away.

Paul had been divinely prepared for his suffering for Christ's
sake. Paul had been with the great Jewish teacher Gamaliel that he
might be extremely articulate in his apologetic and enunciation of



the Gospel for all people. Paul's education allowed him to be
conversant on all social strata. Paul had been strategically placed
by birth in Cilicia, which made him a citizen of Tarsus.

Paul's religious advantage was his knowledge of Judaism and his
political advantage was his living and working in the Roman Empire.
Living in the Roman Empire during which time several religions were
available for worshipers Paul learned the depth of these religious
experiences and could clearly discern that Christ was the way to
eternal life.

Paul was divinely guide in his journeys to preach the Gospel
beginning where he was and Jjourneying west toward Rome. Paul's
strategies for reaching the large cities beginning in each synagogue
was brilliant, probably Spirit led. Opposition to the Gospel in the
synagogue only strengthened Paul's ministry to the Gentile. Paul was
convinced that the Gospel was for all people.

Paul's ministry to the early church was clearly God directed in
that Paul would provide for all mankind clear and concise theological
guidance for all future generations. Paul's ability to share deep
revelations to the uneducated has given the world a Gospel which can
be understood, not shrouded in mystery.

Paul's persuasion to listen to the Holy Spirit 1in the
development of his theology, placed along side of Christ teachings a
Gospel of redemption by way of the cross which people could accept.

Paul knowing the contribution of the 0ld Testament to the New
Testament stressed the need for faith and freedom in the new law of
Jesus Christ.

Would Christianity have been the same without Paul? No! Paul
was called by our Lord Jesus Christ to take the salvation message of
Jesus Christ to the Jew first and then to the Gentile. Paul would be
God's instrument at that time and place in history to reach a lost
and dying world for Jesus. He would even die for Him when his
mission was completed to a pagan world of the past, present, and
future.

CHURCH FATHERS AND THE

SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY
The significance of the early "Church Fathers" in the spreading
and developing of Christianity has several factors. First it filled
the gaps 1in historical knowledge which existed between the New
Testament period and the last part of the Fourth Century. Second,
the form given this information was in a written form. Third, some
of the information was a spoken form. Fourth, the writings and
spoken forms assisted the spreading of Christianity by these fathers
by taking on the form of apologetic and polemical literature. Fifth,
the writings were important to the early Christians as they faced

external persecution and internal heresies. The early fathers with
their writing formed creeds which guided the early development of
Christianity. The Church Fathers wrote in simple statements.

They wrote of faith and piety. They had a great reverence for the



0ld Testament and their major writing objective seemed to be for
pastoral and practical edification of the church. Some of these
early fathers and their contribution to the spreading and development
of Christianity 1is as follows: Clement wrote to Corinth to urge
subjection to the elders. Ignatius warned churches of heresies, that
they might have peace and unity. He was fed to the lions. Polycarp
taught the Philippian Church to live virtuous lives of good works and
to be steadfast even to death. He served Christ for 86 years before
being burned at the stake. Some Christian from Alexandria (pseudo-
Barnabas) discussed Christ sufficiency for salvation and not the law
of the 0ld Testament. This work according to the author has brought
much harm to some interpretations of the Scripture. Diognetus
received a letter from an apostolic father defending Christianity
against idolatry, Judaism, and the discussed the strength of
Christianity. Another early father wrote a homily on Christ, the
resurrection of the body and on Christian living. Papias wrote of
the life and words of Christ which he heard from older Christians.
His works include references to Mark, Peter, and Matthew. Hermas
had a message to call sinners to repent and to point them to a
relationship with other Christians and the church. The Didache was
the work of an early church father which contains clear instruction
for right living and church polity.

The early church fathers had much to offer to the development of
Christianity and 1its spreading to the world from the New Testament
period to the last of the fourth century. What they offered was an
abundance of literature to the early church which proved invaluable
in the development and spreading of Christianity as we know it today.
They were truly standing in the gap.

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP AND PERSECUTION
THE EARLY FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND WORSHIP

IN THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH
The early form of government and worship in the primitive church

underwent numerous changes and compromises. This summary may be
divided into four parts. They are Early Form of Government, Early
Form of Worship, Matters not practiced today, and Changes or
Compromised biblical practices. The early form of government lends
itself well to organizational diagraming but will be placed in
summary format. The early worship might be demonstrated as a church

bulletin but will be placed in summary format as well.

Early Form of Government
According to the textbook the form of government in the early
church consisted of two types of officials. One type was eternal the
other type was external. These types are labeled as charismatic
officials and administrative officials.



Charismatic
The beginning of church government begins with Christ choosing

of the twelve apostles. The apostles developed other offices as the
Holy Spirit directed. As this occurred the officials were chosen by
the people, ordained by the apostles, and given gifts of leadership
as the Holy Spirit deemed appropriate. The original responsibility
was to guard the truth and proclaim it with the Holy Spirit's
leadership. The apostle Paul designated the offices of the early
church as pastors, prophets, evangelist, apostles, and teachers. The

early apostles later delegated the needs of the church to other
officials.
Administrative

Elder and presbyter became a part of the church's development.
They seem to have developed to fill the need for conducting public
worship. Deacons became a subordinate position to elders for the
distribution of goods to the needy of the church. Eventually, the
deacons assisted the elders with Communion.

Early Form of Worship
The worship of the early church may have taken several forms.
There was a form of worship in the first century which changed in the
middle of the second century.

First Century
Worship in the first century was to be orderly and dignified.
This was a problem in the early church or it would not have been

addressed. Church worship for the early Dbelievers was not
necessarily held in a church. Worship could have been held in homes,
temples, schools, and synagogues. Two services were held on Sunday
usually starting at daybreak. The service consisted of singing of
hymns, taking vows, reading of Scripture, exhortation by elders, and
prayer. The evening service was in the beginning for the agape and
then Communion. The agape was dropped and Communion moved to morning

worship at the start of the second century.

Middle of Second Century
The service was held on Sunday lead by a reading about the
apostles or prophets for as long as the congregation could stand it.

A homily was presented by a "president". The congregation stood for
prayer. The Lord's Supper was celebrated and then there was the kiss
of peace. The president gave thanks and prayers for the bread, water
and wine and the people said "Amen". Deacons then delivered the
bread, water and wine to the sick, elderly, widows and orphans. A
collection was taken for the needy and the meeting was dismissed
sending people to their homes. The Lord's Supper and baptism was the

only two ordinances of the early church.

Matters Not Practiced Today
Women in the church is limited in practice today, particularly



in Southern Baptist churches. Philips' daughters are mentioned as

prophets in Acts 21.9. Prophets are not practiced today but many
false prophets may be surfacing to lead people astray. Paul makes
mention of Phoebe the deaconess in Romans 16.1. Paul also makes
mention of women by stating emphatically that they are not to be
teachers. It 1s probably unclear as to who appoints officials of
churches today. The appointments are to be made by God. The

democratic process used in many churches today may not Dbe
accomplished by conferring with God.

Changes or Compromised Biblical Practices
A change or compromised biblical practice is that Christ did not
initiate a pyramidal hierarchy as exist in the Roman Catholic church

today. The authoritarian concept of the Roman Catholic church was
not a part of the early gentile church as initiated by the apostle
Peter. Patron saints such as that of James, the son of Zebedee, 1is

as well in appropriately practiced by the Spanish. For some Baptist
churches, women are not allowed to serve as deacons or prophets but
are allowed to be teachers. Was Paul right? Women can be deacons
but not teachers!

Conclusion
The proper attitude toward the apostles teachings resulted in
the recognition of Christianity after only three centuries. Perhaps,

when the Christian of today develops early Christian attitudes of
Christ centered lordship, governmental recognition may occur again.

CONFLICTS WITH ROME BY THE EARLY CHURCH
(Causes and Results of Persecution)
The conflict with Rome started when the Roman government
determined that Christianity was a detriment to the progress of the
State.

Causes
Farly political protection was provided when Christianity was
believed to be a part of Judaism, a legal sect recognized by the

Roman government. When Christianity was separated from Judaism, it
became known as a secret society and was immediately at odds with the
legal system. The state was the only recognized religion and any

other religion was not tolerated.

Religious rites of Rome were extremely visible with the use of
idols, priest, altars, and much physical display. The Christians
used no idols and were quite silent in their worship and prayers.
The Christian's secret meetings were taken as an affront to Rome and
was misunderstood as repugnant 1in practices and cannibalistic in
nature.

The social ramifications to the Roman government  were
intolerable. The Christians actually found wvalue and worth in the



lower classes and slaves. The Christians had no use for pagan places
of worship and quickly became a threat to the upper class as the
Christians distanced themselves from the social mores of the day.
Christians with their influence on the lower and slave class became a
danger to the society of the pagan world.

Economics was clearly a contributing factor to persecution in
that Christians had no use for the trappings of a religion for
external show. The lack of patronage to the merchants of idols,
artists, and sculptures was considered a threat to the economic well-
being of the merchant.

Persecution
Persecution had two sides to it. It was a persecution which
came from the Jews and spread to the Roman state. Depending on the
time and place, as well as, the political leader, persecution was at
times deadly. Nero is credited with placing the state woes on the
Christians. Peter and Paul were victims of this deception. Jewish

conflict with Domintian and the Christians association to Jews 1is
credited with increased persecution and the sending of John to
Patmos. State ban, under the order of Pliny the Younger, was the
wholesale slaughter of Christians being put to death for stating
three times they were a Christian. Ignatius was a victim in this
era. Polycarp was later to be martyred in Smyrna. Every 1local
problem, even fires, were excuses for the persecution of Christians
during the time of Marcus Aurelius. The great Justin Martyr lost his
life in Rome under Marcus Aurelius persecution. Other periods of
persecution had similar results. Many resulting in unnecessary death
or dismemberment.

Results

Christians had to choose between Rome as a religion or Christ.
Many Christians would not recant Christ and as a results were
disloyal to the state. The Christian's practice of meetings at night
was an indication of conspiracy against the state. Many Christians
refused to serve 1in the military which certainly dwelled on the
obvious of disloyalty.

Superstitions and Roman leader's ineptness placed upon
Christians the responsibilities of causing plagues, hunger, civil

unrest, and pointed to Christians not worshiping other gods. These
belief  became sufficient for widespread persecution of the
Christians. The demand by the government for 1loyalty placed the

Christian at odds with the government and gave them the legal right
to annihilate the unlicenced religion and its followers.

The major result of the persecution proved to be the resiliency
of Christianity. Despite persecution Christianity grew and developed
as a way of 1life for the masses. Persecution Dbrought about
refinements in beliefs and a strengthening of the faith.



DISPUTES AND HERESIES

SUMMARIES OF
HERESY, DOCTRINAL ERROR AND SCHISM

Legalistic Heresies

Ebionites

The Ebionites, a Legalistic Heresy believed in the unity of God
and that He created the universe. Jewish law was binding on them and
believed to be His will for them. The Ebionites considered Jesus to

be Joseph's who received some deity from the Spirit at His baptism.
They were strong believers that the Gentile must be circumcised
according to the law of Moses or they were not saved.

Philosophical Heresies

Gnosticism

Gnostics believed that matter was evil and that God being spirit
could not associate with evil. They attempted to place Christianity
and Hellenistic philosophy together to answer for them the question
of where did man come from. With matter being evil and God being
good, the Gnostics had what is known as "Dualism" for their main
belief. Once they asserted this dualism, it then logically followed

that God who 1s good did not create a world that is evil. The
doctrine Docetism was used to explain Christ. Christ could not have
had a true human body since matter was evil. Salvation was not for
the evil part of man, only for the spiritual part of man. There was
no place in their doctrine for resurrecting the evil materialistic
body. They further believed in two gods, one which was evil in the
0ld Testament and one which redeemed. They totally rejected the

human death and physical raising of Christ from the dead. If you
wanted to go to heaven you were required to become an aristocratic
elite.

Manicheanism

Manicheanism believed in a king of light and a king of darkness.
These believers felt that man was part of the kingdom of light with
his soul, but that his body made him a part of the kingdom of
darkness. They believed that the more light that they got out of a
man's soul the greater his salvation. The inner circle practiced
holiness and were supported by so called hearers who because of their
support received salvation. To them sex was evil, and being
unmarried was best. They may have made contributions to the belief
in a priestly class.

Neoplatonism

Of the three form of mysticism, epistemological, metaphysical,
and ontological, Neoplatonism is of the third form ontological.
Their belief is different from the dualism of Gnosticism and




Manicheanism in that they believe only in a metaphyical monism. Man
to them was an emanation which came from an overflow. To them they
were to be absorbed into the universe from whence they overflowed.
Their main idea was to think about God and be absorbed into Him in a
state of ecstasy.

Theological Errors

Montanism

Montanism was started by Montanus, who trying to stop the church
from dependance on human leadership, misinterpreted the Scripture and
believed that the Holy Spirit spoke to him as he did to Paul.
Montanus developed his own eschatology. All this seemed to be in
revolt against too much human intervention in the church and not
enough spiritual guidance or contact.

Monarchianism

Monarchianism overemphasized the unitarianism of God. They were
strong on monotheism and would not conceive of God as three in one.
This lead to the teaching that Christ was not God but just a good man
who was baptized and became a savior. All this developed into the
belief that there was not three persons in one Godhead but that there
was manifestations of one God.

Ecclesiastical Schisms

FEaster Controversy

Argument over the proper date to celebrate Easter became the
FEaster controversy. The Eastern church believed 1t should be
celebrated on Passover from the Jewish calendar. The Western church
believed it should be on the Sunday after the Passover on the Jewish
calendar. The Council of Nicaea adopted the Western church
recommendation.

Donatism

This schism Donatism, was due to an argument over who was to be
ordained as bishop. Donatus wanted to be bishop and arranged to stop
a man who he considered a traitor from getting the office Donatus
sought. All of this developed into an issue of whether a sacrament's
validity was dependent on the individual who was giving it.

EVALUATION
Montanism and Monarchianism, both theological errors are by any
other name today called misinterpretations. To select one
theological error over the other, Montanism would be selected as the
most significant for the modern church. This selection is primarily
because today the modern church 1s faced with misinterpretations,
lies, fanatical beliefs and unfounded ignorance. If a man named

Montanus can conjure up that God has spoken to him as He spoke to
Paul then the next thing you know someone named Smith will claim the
same thing. If Montanus can bend eschatology so can Smith. If men



can come claiming to be Christ or the only one with the true
knowledge of how to reach Him then the false religions and the false
Gods will be SO prevalent as to lead people to hell.
Misinterpretations of calls by the Holy Spirit and misinterpretations
of how the church should be organized and administered will continue
to divide the churches of today. Following preachers over biblical
interpretations, misinformation, and ignorance will continue to
plague churches. Establishing man made rules for personal conduct
may cause churches to be established on whether or not you cut your
hair or wear dresses. Churches today which preach a Gospel other
than that which is truly Holy Spirit led will be deviating from the
Word and will be deceiving the masses with "itching ears."”

THE APOLOGETIC TASK

The apologetic task was to convince through writings government
leaders and governments that the persecution of Christians was
unwarranted since they had not brought harm to anyone. In addition
to the writings for governments, the apologetists wrote to heretics
in an effort to bring them back into the proper theological
understanding. The apologists is so called because of the literary
and legal form which they used in their writings. The apologetic
task was positive and negative in their approach. They were positive
by contrasting Christianity to other religions and showing how other
religions were unfounded and evil. The negative approach was to show
where cannibalism, incest, indolence and anti-social behavior were
untrue charges. The task was called apologies because they attempted
to show pagan leaders that Christianity could be understood. The
apologies requested that Christianity be treated as other religions
by lifting of the legal entanglements. One argument which seems to
prevail in the writings is that all the trumped up charges could not
be substantiated and therefore the Christians should be tolerated as
other religions by the state. The apologies also included discussion
concerning the Pentateuch, much information concerning the purity of
Christ, His life, His miracles and that He was the fulfillment of 0ld
Testament prophecies.

APOLOGIST
Eastern
Aristides

This Christian philosopher wrote about AD 140 from the city of
Athens to Emperor Antoninus Pius. Aristides apologies consisted of
seventeen chapters. Aristides compared Christian worship to other
kinds of worship. The other types of worship included Chaldean,
Jewish, Greek, and Egyptian. The point of his apologies 1in these

chapters was to show that Christian worship was a better form of
worship than that to which he made the contrasts. In the latter part
of his apologies, he shares early customs and ethics of the Christian
faith.



Justin Martyr

In the second century Justin Martyr was considered to be the
foremost apologist of his time. Martyr was born pagan and sought the
truth through philosophy. The was learned in the Stoic, Plato,
Aristotle, and Pythagoras traditions. Martyr found peace 1in his
search for truth when introduced to the Scriptures. Martyr founded a
school in Rome and began his apologetic writings by addressing the
Emperor Antoninus Pius and his sons. In his apologies he attempted
to show that the charges against Christians should be examined and
would be found false and thereby would justify the release from legal

persecution. His work included discussions concerning charges that
Christians were atheists or idolaters. A portion of the apologies
discussed morals, dogma, Christ, and 0Old Testament prophecies. He

argued as well that since the charges against Christians were
unfounded all the Emperor had to do was to look at them. Another
writing of Martyr exposed the mistreatment of Christians for their

beliefs. In this work Christ was compared to Socrates. In yet
another work he tried to convince Jews that Jesus Christ was the
Messiah. He used prophetic Scripture for his sources. Part of this
work included Gentiles and God. Martyr was sure that Christ was the

Messiah as revealed in the 0ld Testament.

Tatian
This Eastern apologists studied under Justin Martyr at his
school in Rome. Tatian wrote his apologies to the Greeks. In his

apologies he made a case for the superiority of Christianity over
that of the Greeks religions and wanted Christianity to be considered
fairly. Additionally, he compared Christian teachings to that of
Greek mythology. Tatian may be better known for his Diatessaron.
This Diatessaron 1is considered to be the first harmony of the
Gospels.

Athenagoras
This apologists was an Athenian professor who was converted
simply by reading the Scriptures. His apologies stated the charges

against the Christians and then refuted them. His attack on the
pagan gods was to show their humanness and their followers
immorality. He asked clemency for the Christians on charges of

eating their children and other atrocities on the basis that they
were not guilty.

Theophilus of Antioch
Theophilus 1like Athenagoras was converted Dby reading the

Scriptures. Theophilus apologies were addressed to a pagan
magistrate as an attempt to win him over to Christianity. His
approach was to discuss God's superiority, and the pagan religious
weaknesses. He was the first to coin the word trias for Trinity in

his writings.



Western Apologists

Tertullian

Born in Carthage, Tertullian was schooled in Greek and Latin.
His occupations were lawyer and teacher. It was in Rome where he was
converted to Christianity. His philosophical bent caused him to
become a Montanist. Tertullian's apologies was directed to a Roman
governor. In it Tertullian argues that the charges against the
Christians are unfounded since they were loyal citizens. His major
point was that persecution was not working since Christianity
continued to grow and multiply every time the Christians were
persecuted. He Dbelieved legally that the state had no grounds on
which to persecute the Christian since the Christian exhibited higher
moral conduct than the pagan population.

Minucius Felix

Felix apology was written as a soul winning attempt to a friend
named Caecilus. Cairns is not sure that the apologies accomplished
what they planned to do, but that they were "valuable to us for the
light they throw on Christian thought in the middle of the second
century."

EXPANSION AND THE POST-APOSTOLIC CHURCH

CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT

Church organization and government developed 1in response to
persecution from the Roman government. In an effort to eliminate
heretical teachings the need for formal structure was recognized as
imperative. This need resulted in the elevation of a bishop in the
churches and placed in subordination to other positions. Leadership
was necessary to fight the encroachments of persecution and heresies.
From the first elevation of bishop to the next occurred when a
monarchical bishop of Rome was recognized. The arguments for such an
office were first, Peter was made the first bishop of Rome by Christ
based on Matthew 16.18. Second, prestige was given to the office of
bishop in Rome because of the apostles who were martyred there, the
church at Rome had been at the center of the persecutions, it was the
wealthiest, it was the largest, and it had a strong reputation for
dealing with heresies.

Theological Confession/Creedalism
The need for a creed developed out of the requirement to unify
the believers in what they thought they believed. Since a creed 1is
used for a public statement it had to contain items pertinent to the
faith and the church. Numerous creeds appeared in response to the
need to know what one believed. One of the first creeds was a
baptismal creed. Some Scriptures may even be interpreted as creeds.



See 1 Timothy 3.16, Romans 10.9,10 and 1 Corinthians 15.4 for some
types of creeds. Rules of faith were adopted which solidified
baptismal procedures, the trinity, the church and even salvation in
Christ for those desiring eternal life. The Apostles' Creed may be a
good representation of the tenants of our Christian faith.

Canonical Determination
After the establishment of a bishop of Rome, the need for creed,
then the need to know which books constitute the books pertinent to
the faith became the next step to placing the church in a prominent

position. Many believed that the canon was a product of church
councils. However, the canonical development seems to have been as
follows. Heretic Marcion was developing a canon which would be
heretical in nature. The canon of Scripture was necessary if men
were going to die for the Dbooks. Apostles were dying and the
authoritative order of worship needed to be established. Several
tests for the canon were devised. The first one was whether it was
apostle related in any way. The second was 1if it would edify or

agree with the rule of faith. And finally it is noted that it was
probably the apostolic authorship and the guidance of the Holy Spirit
which determined the New Testament as we know it.

Liturgical Worship

The monarchical bishop discussed earlier in the paragraph on
church organization and government assumed power Dby falsely
interpreting Scripture and became for many the dispenser of truth and
sacraments. This position has even taken on an unholy holiness.
This attitude of holiness further separated laity and clergy. The
performance of baptisms and Lord's Supper were performed by clergy
and developed in the idea that clergy had a certain sanctity with
God. Eventually the separation grew to the point of a rite of
passage. One was permitted to enter into the church after a period
of probation and catechumen was completed to show that the person was
really converted. One could say that the prerequisites were an
obvious requirement for salvation.

CONFESSIONS, CREEDS, AND LITURGY
IN THE CHURCH TODAY

Confessions

When Christ died for the sins of the world He ripped open the
veil into the holy of holies and permitted believers to go directly
to the throne of God for confession of sins. He came that we should
have no mediator between mankind and God except Himself. Christ
became our mediator to God.

Creeds
Creeds may be necessary for some people to remember what they
believe. They may be needed as a reminder of what their faith



entails. Creeds however may become just words to be recited. This
recitation can have no meaning which comes from a soul born again.
The end result will be that the recital has no affect on entering
into the Kingdom of God. Reciting of lines which state a belief will
not save one from eternal hell unless the believer truly understands
the true meaning of repentance and forgiveness which comes from a
heart knowledge of Jesus Christ and not from a head knowledge taught
in a catechumen school.

Liturgy

Liturgy may be wvalid for some church members in order for them
to worship as they see fit. However, personally, this student finds
difficulties in man made contrivances which lead you to do things
deemed more holy at one time than at another time. Examples of
liturgy which this student considers inappropriate are feasts days,
festivals, periods of penitence, times of bodily restrain, and even
following a prescribed 1liturgical calendar for sermon preparation.
If these items are appropriate one day they are surely appropriate
everyday or at least as the Holy Spirit leads the believer. Paul
suggested that we are to bring our bodies under subjection daily. He
also clearly advocated the following of the Holy Spirit 1in all
matters. The following of man-made days of worship surely cannot be
biblical in any sense of the word.

THE CHURCH UNDER CONSTANTINE
ITS RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES
The church under Constantine was not necessarily a good

relationship for the church. Constantine who supposedly became a
convert to Christianity maintained his priestly role as chief priest
of the pagan religion. He was not concerned with violation of church

tenants and so executed anyone who he believed was after his throne.
He did not find it necessary to be baptized until Jjust before he
died. The church was primarily being used by the state to gain favor
with the people. This was due to the churches influence on the
people of the state, since the church population was about one tenth
of the total state population. The internal struggles of state
government were constantly changing the power structure. Under
Constantine the church became favored to serve as a center of unity
and an attempt to save the culture and the state.

One of the rights provided under Constantine was the granting to

the church the freedom of worship. Another right was the restoring
of confiscated church property to the churches. A privilege was
church subsidization by the state. An additional privilege was
clergy exemption from public service for the state. In addition to
the rights and privileges granted the church, Constantine was
instrumental in the banning of soothsaying. He was also responsible

for the setting aside of Sunday as a day for one to rest and for that
of worship.



State-Church Relationship

The State-Church relationship was not a good thing under
Constantine or any subsequent leaders. Constantine favored
Christians and the church for the wrong motive. He placed himself as
the theological leader for disputes. He provided state subsidization
for the church. The relationship developed under other rulers into a
complete state religion by 380. A State-Church relationship today
would become as disastrous as it was under Constantine. The first
problem would be the legitimation of cults and satanic churches on
the premise that all religions were state religions. Further the
State-Church relationship should be one of Christian political
leadership seeking direction from the Holy Spirit 1in matters
effecting the citizenry. State dictation into church affairs would
be authoritarian and not theocracy. The church would be directed by
man, not God.

THE BARBARIANS AND THE EVANGELIZERS
The Barbarian Invasion

Beginning about AD 375 and lasting to about AD 1066 the influx
of people into Europe from mass migration would change the Roman
Empire and Christianity. The long list of invaders begins with the
Barbarian Goths. They were followed by Mongol tribes. The tribes
were followed by the Arian Visigoths. Then came the Arian Vandals.
Followed by Arian Ostrogoths. There was the Arian Lombards, the
Burgundians, and then the pagan Franks. The Anglo-Saxons took
England. When this was about over Attila the Hun from Mongol
attempted entry into Europe. After that came the Muslims and the
Arian Lombards. During all this passage of time Christianity was
busy making converts.

The Barbarian Evangelization
Gregory the Tlluminator
As the onslaught began men of the Gospel stood ready to proclaim
the good news to the invading armies. Gregory the Illuminator won
Armenia to the Gospel when he converted and baptized their King
Tiridates.

Frumentius
Frumentius preached the Gospel in Ethiopia and was made bishop
to the Coptic Ethiopian church.

Ulfilas

Ulfilas began missionary work with the Goths prior to the
arrival of the Visigoths He became a bishop and translated some of
the Scriptures into their language.



Martin of Tours

Martin of Tours, as the pagan Teutonic invaders moved into the
area, preached to the Burgundians. The Burgundians were conqgquered by
the Franks.

Gregory of Tours

Gregory of Tours tells how Clovis the king of the Franks married
a Christian Princess of Burgundy. Clovis was converted by Clotilda's
influence and Dbattle wvictories. Clovis conversion prompted his
people to accept Christianity as well.

Patrick

Patrick as a missionary among the Celts of Ireland was
successful in the establishment of a strong Celtic Christianity on
the island.

Columbia

Columbia did for Scotland what Patrick did for Ireland.
Columbia used the island of TIona where he founded a monastery to
evangelize Scotland.

THEOLOGY AND THEOLOGIANS
HERESIES, REFUTATIONS, AND ORTHODOX DOCTRINE

THEOLOGY

Christ had not existed from all eternity

Arius believed that Christ had no existence until created by
God. He Dbelieved that Christ was different from the Father in
substance and essence. Athanasius the chief exponent of the orthodox
view believed that Christ had existed with the Father for all
eternity and was of the same essence as the Father. Athanasius
believed that Christ and the Father was consubstantial, coequal, and
coeternal. Eusebius of Caesarea suggested a compromise that Christ
was begotten before time by the Father. The orthodox wview of
Athanasius was affirmed in 325 and 381 at Nicaea. Arianism was
rejected as an unorthodox doctrine.

Holy Spirit on level with the angels

Macedonius taught that the Holy Spirit was a creature. That He
was lower than the Father and Son. That He was on a servant level
with angels. In 381 this heresy was condemned by the Council of
Constantinople. The orthodox view was that the Holy Spirit, Father,
and Son are coeternal, coequal, and consubstantial.




CHRISTOLOGY

Two natures of Christ

Apollinarius, the bishop of Laodicea taught that the spirit of
man in Christ was replaced by a divine element or Logos. He believed
that deity of Christ minimized His manhood. The Council of
Constantinople determined that the Apollinarius view should be
condemned in 381.

Nestorius, patriarch at Constantinople, had a dislike for terms

associated with Mary, Jesus' Mother. He formulated the word
Christotokos and stated that Mary was only the mother of the human
Jesus not the divine Jesus. This view was condemned in 431 at
Ephesus.

Eutyches, archimandrite of a monastery, believed that Christ two
natures, human and divine, became one nature, the divine nature.

This denied Christ humanity. The exponent of the orthodox view was
Leo I, bishop of Rome. The orthodox view stated that Christ was
"truly God and truly man" with two natures. The Council of Chalcedon

in 451 affirmed this view.

ANTHROPOLOGY

Man's Salvation

Pelagius, a British monk believed that man was uncontaminated by
the sin of Adam and that man does not inherit original sin from Adam.
John Cassian, a monk with a compromise position taught that man was
weakened by the fall of man but not totally corrupt. The exponent
view was that of Augustine, bishop of Hippo. Augustine believed that
regeneration is the work of the Holy Spirit. He stated that Adam as

head of the race passed on sin to all men. Man according to
Augustine was corrupted by the fall of man and totally depraved. The
Council of Ephesus in 431 condemned Pelagius's view. The Synod of

Orange in 529 condemned the Cassian view.

KEY CHURCH FATHERS/THEOLOGIANS
AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS

Eastern Post-Nicene Fathers

Chrysostom

Chrysostom trained wunder Libanius 1in Greek <classics and
rhetoric. He practiced law until his baptism when he became a monk.
He 1lived a severe ascetic 1life until his health would no longer
permit it. He held the position of patriarch of Constantinople until
he was banished for insulting the Empress Eudoxia. He was considered
an expositor and many of his homilies were from the Epistles written
by Paul. His study method was to find the literal meaning of the
text and to make application for the ©people concerning their
problems. According to Cairns, Chrysostom "was and still is hailed

as the greatest pulpit orator the Eastern church ever had.”



Theodore

Theodore of Mopsuestia studied the Scriptures under Diodorus of
Tarsus. He was ordained a presbyter in Antioch, and became a bishop
of Mopsuestia in Cilcia. He was call the prince of ancient exegetes.
He did not care for the wuse of the allegorical method of
interpretation. He believed one should become knowledgeable of the
grammar and background of the text to know what the writer was trying
to impart. Because of his abilities as a theologian and commentator,
he wrote commentaries on Colossians and Thessalonians.

Eusebius

Fusebius of Caesarea was called the Father of Church History.
He studied under Pamphilus at Caesarea. His great con